


from Presbyterian U.S.A. Elders 


TO THE ELDERS OF THE U.S. AND UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES: 


In this time when our churches are drawing nearer to each other we fellow-elders in 


the U.S.A. Church wish to assure you and your 


tian love. 


people of our hearty goodwill and Vhris- 


We are for Presbyterian reunion because we believe it to be God's will for Ais church 


as set forth in the Scriptures. 


We believe it would help win the nation for’Christ. Re- 


union would relieve competition in some areas and release men and funds for new mis- 


sion work. 


It would also allow us to be together in one church with you. 


Our church has been criticized in many articles by men who seek to prevent or delay 


our coming together. 


selves. 


It has even been called apostate. 
However, we ruling elders know our church and know these foolish criticisms are 


It is not for us to defend our- 


simply not so. Ours is not a perfect church but Christ loves us and we love him and we 


love our church. 


Our prayer is that Christ, by his reconciling Cross, will take away any misunderstand- 
e onge pape one in him and one in each 
‘ ; 


ing or bitterness or fear ang make\us one as_w 


other. 


ALABAMA 

Thomas W. Martin, Alabama Power Co., 
Birmingham 

ALASKA 

Thomas A. Morgan, Columbia Lumber Co., 
of Alaska, Juneau 

ARIZONA 

Clarence G. Salsbury, M. D., State 
Public Health, Phoenix 

ARKANSAS 

Thomas L. Smith, College of the Ozarks, 
Clarksville 

CALIFORNIA 

Robert McDonald, Attorney at Law, Oakland 

COLORADO 

Ralph D. Verploeg, M. D., Pediatrician, Denver 

CONNECTICUT 

John P. Richmond, American Car & Foundry 
Co., Darien 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., Lawyer, Washington 

DELAWARE 

James M. Tunnell, Jr., Associate Justice, 
Supreme Court of Delaware, Georgetown 

FLORIDA 

Lilburn R. Railey, Attorney at Law, Miami 

GEORGIA 

Cherry L. Emerson, Georgia Institute of 
Technology, Atlanta 

IDAHO 

Ray Burch, Burch Furniture Co., Coeur d’ Alene 

ILLINOIS 

Charles H. Albers, Banker, Chicago 

INDIANA 

William N. Wishard, Jr., M.D., Surgeon, 
Indianapolis 

IOWA 

David B. Cassat, Interstate Finance Corpn., 
Dubuque 


Charles E. Friley, President, Iowa State College, 


Ames 
KANSAS 
Carl S. Byers, Attorney at Law, Salina 
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In Christ there is no East or West. 


In hi Seuth or North 
But MAS c2 lhotvsip of love 


Throughout the whole wide earth. 


¢ Ai 
Duiham, N. & 
KENTUOKY ve ; 
P. McKinley Harris, Attorney at Law, Louisville 
LOUISIANA 
James R. Angell, Angell Pottery, New Orleans 
MAINE 
Stanley Edson Waite, Fuelane Corpn., North Leeds 
MARYLAND 
George G. Finney, M.D., Physician, Baltimore 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Russell Gibson, Professor, Geology Dept., 
Harvard University, Belmont 
MICHIGAN 
John Dethmers, Chief Justice, Michigan 
Supreme Court, Lansing 
MINNESOTA 
Charles J. Turck, President, Macalester College, 
St. Paul 
MISSISSIPPI 
S. O. Taylor, Postmaster, Union 
MISSOURI 
Lem T. Jones, Russell Stover Candies, Kansas City 
MONTANA 
Gen. LeRoy H. Anderson, State 
Senator and Stockman, Conrad 
NEBRASKA 
Merle Jones, Store Craft Mfg. Co., Beatrice 
NEVADA 
W. B. Kottinger, Jr., Public Accountant, Reno 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
John Muir, Muir Lumber Corpn., Manchester 
NEW JERSEY 
Conover English, Attorney at Law, Summit 
NEW MEXICO 
Charles C. Broome, Broome Furniture Stores, 
Albuquerque 
NEW YORK 
Frank M. Totton, Chase National Bank 
of New York, New York 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Hardy Liston, President, Johnson C. 
Smith Univ., Charlotte 
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NORTH DAKOTA 

A. C. Burr, Division of Research, State 
of North Dakota, Jamestown 

OHIO 

Mason Roberts, General Motors, Dayton 

OKLAHOMA 

C. Edgar Van Cleef, Insurance, Oklahoma City 

OREGON 

Philip S. Hitchcock, State Senator, Klamath Falls 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Kdward Martin, United States Senator, 
Washington, Pa. 

RHODE ISLAND 

Elmer J. McVey, Saco Biddeford Mills, 
Saylesville 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Alva A. Knight, M. D., Physician, Laurens 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Gail B. Braithwaite, Lawyer, Sioux Falls 

TENNESSEE 

David W. Proffitt, Proffitt’s Dept. Store, 
Maryville 

TEXAS 

Forrest Robbins, Robbins Wholesale 
Grocery Co., Athens 

UTAH 

Paul C. Fawley, Ph. D., Dept. of Educational 
Administration, Univ. of Utah, Salt Lake City 

VERMONT 

John C. Lawson, United Stone and Allied 
Workers of America, CIO, Barre 

VIRGINIA 

Paul O. Carr, Professor, Wilson Teachers’ 
College, Arlington 

WASHINGTON 

Arthur B. Langlie, Governor, State of 
Washington, Seattle 

WEST VIRGINIA 

John J. Paull, Eagle Mfg. Co., Wellsburg 

WISCONSIN 

Carl Taylor, Banker, Waukesha 

WYOMING 

Riley E. Snow, High School Teacher, Cheyenne 


THE OBJECTIONS ARE 
WOT VAR oc we tee 
...... -By 14 Ministers 


A PRIMER ON PRESBY- 
TERIAN UNION ...... 
..... Frank H. Caldwell 


SOUTH CAROLINA NEWS 
LETTER . Fred A. Hopkins 


WHEN IS PRESBYTERIAN- 
ESM AN ESM? Ce si ccwie es 
oe eevee « de de POREION 


EDITORIAL ..... 


On Per Capita Comparisons 











THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians 


Reunite! * 


(Union Seminary list continued) 


Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Wm. E. Newton 
Orders Richmond, Va. 
Huntington, W. Va. : 
John M, Irvine, IV 


James R. Jackson Wexford, Pa. 


Charlotte, N. C. 
Mr. & Mrs. Earle D. 
: Roberts 
Wm. H. Allen, Jr pr <ge Sy 
Louisville, Ky. 
Charles Barnett 

Robert F. Field Memphis, Tenn. 
Philadelphia, Pa. Jol Kesterecn 
, Knoxville, Tenn. 
Watt Jeffries 
Thomasville, Ga. Wm. D. Varker 
Wynnewood, Pa. 
Irving Rudolph Robt. J. Bord. 3 
~~. 1g a . obt. J. oyd, Jr. 
Salisbury, N. C. Washington, D. C. 
John Eckerson 


- Ed. Montgomery 
Daytona Beach, Fla 


Lake City, Fla. 
Harry E. Flowers 
Paducah, Ky. 


Jon Borresen 
Normandy, Mo. 


David R. Holt Robt. S. Newcomb 
Miami. Fie. Huntington, W. Va. 


W. R. Long 


Dan Norman Antlers, Okla. 


Chatham, Va. 
. W. G. Cook 
R. E. Merrell Clarkesville, Ga. 


Leesburg, Fla. 
Mr. & Mrs. Robt H. 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel P. Ramey, Jr. 
Hart Danville, Va. 


Scottville, Va. Mr. & Mrs. Jim 
Dickenson 
Lexington, Ky. 
Buddy Hughes 
Roanoke, Va. 
Neil C. Leach Ralph Emerson 


DeFuniak Springs, McCormack 
Fla. East Boston, Mass. 


Mr. & Mrs. Robt. J. 
Blumer 
Lexington, Ky. 


End of seminary list 


J. Paul McLaughlin 
Milford, N. Y. 


Dick Newman 
New York, N. Y. 


H. Louis Patrick 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Mrs. Thos. C. Freeman 
Ft. Smith, Ark. 


Dr. C. A. Rochedieu 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Wm. T. Martin, Jr. 
Tallahassee, Fla. 


Mr. & Mrs. Hill R. 
Patrick 
Newport News, Va. 


George Staples 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Robt. S. Woodson 
Yazoo City, Miss. 


Peter A. & 
Lilian B. Deisch 
Helena, Ark. 


(Continued next week) 


ee 


Street & Number 


City, Zone, State _____- 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians Re- 
unite!, summarizing the current editorial series, 
with more than 140 signatures will be sent free 
of charge for a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





Letters to the Editors 





Will Commissioners Pray the Lord’s Prayer? 





” - . 
“Forgive... as We Forgive” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Knowing human nature, one can un- 
derstand why the break in denominational 
fellowship came at a time of crisis. How- 
ever, more than ninety years have passed 
since then and surely no one living today 
bears any personal responsibility for the 
original break. If the USA Church now 
seeks forgiveness for any errors that body 
made is it not essential that the US 
Church forgive if it wishes to be forgiven 
for any errors it may have made? Count- 
less individuals have already been able 
to forgive, but the road to reunion still 
seems to be blocked by those who have 
not been able to take that last hard step. 
They mention organizational difficulties, 
but they could be solved if a spirit of 
love and goodwill would prevail in their 
minds and hearts. 

While writing these letters I have won- 
dered just how many times the Lord's 
Prayer has been prayed by individuals 
and groups (including General Assem- 
blies)—on both sides of the line—since 
the division in 1861. 

Is is possible that we tend to pray for 
forgiveness generally when we ought to 
pray for it specifically? With that thought 
in mind, I wonder what would happen 
between now and the time the General 
Assembly meets if those ministers who 
have hitherto remained silent would re- 
solve to lead their congregations to think 
of the problem of reunion when they 
pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we for- 
give our debtors.” 

“Probably since too many people now- 
adays tend unconsciously to think of debts 
in a monetary sense it would be more 
meaningful if they were led to pray, 
“Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who have sinned against us.” Perhaps 
some leaders would need to be still more 
specific and lead their congregations to 
pray, “Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
the USA Church for having sinned against 
us.” 

Suppose further that the commissioners 
to the General Assembly prayed that pray- 
er silently during their Communion Serv- 
ice as they meditate on the meaning of 
the life and death of our Lord. I dare 
to believe that if it were humbly and 
honestly prayed by those who in the past 
have not been able or willing to forgive, 
there would be no further obstacle to re- 
union. Then the crosses presented to the 
Moderators some years ago could be 
welded together as a symbol of unity, and 
regardless of whether we live in the 
North, East, South, or West we could walk 
hand in hand across the face of the earth. 

Hopefully yours, 
HopPpeFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 
Ecumenical City, U.S.A. 


Opposed, Now Favors 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

The stand being taken by some mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church in re- 
gard to church union disturbs me for it 
is much the same position I took until 
some time after I had moved to the 
“North” and become a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, there being 
no Presbyterian Church, U.S. in the city. 

When I moved to the “North” in 1946 
I was very much against union and in dis- 
agreement with the stand THE OUTLOOK 


had taken in regard to union. Conse- 
quently, I was quick to pick out differ- 
ences between my new church and my old 
church, which really could not be com- 
pared had they been in the Presbyterian 
Church, US. My former church was a rel- 
atively small rural church. I had been 
a life-long member of it. My new church 
was relatively large and located in an 
industrial city near a large state univer- 
sity. 

It was not long, however, before I heard 
a panel of university people discuss the 
lack of unity among Protestants. The 
same topic arose in a graduate class in 
the state university which I was attend- 
ing. The feeling among the non-church 
people, particularly, seemed to be that 
greater unity could strengthen the cause 
of religion. 

The more I thought about the discus- 
sions I had heard the more convinced 
I became that I was allowing prejudice 
to dictate my decision in regard to church 
union. Consequently I began looking at 
my new church with the thought of find- 
ing similarities. I found many. In some 
respects my new church seemed superior 
to my old one. 

Since that time I have moved my church 
membership three times—to a U.S. church, 
back to a USA church, and then to the 
U.S. church of which I am now a member. 
My experiences in these various churches 
have convinced me that the suggested 
differences between the Presbyterian 
Church, USA and the _ Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., are no greater than the 
differences which exist among members 
of the U.S. church, or within the USA 
church itself. 

As a layman who has taught in the 
Sunday school in these two branches of 
the Presbyterian Church and one who is 
interested in the future of the church, I 
feel that a united Presbyterian Church 
will have a stronger appeal to people out- 
side of the church than a divided church. 
Let us unite! 

Frep D. PULTZ. 
Louisville, Ky. 


Midwest Needs Union 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

On Dr. Haney’s good article (OUTLOOK, 
May 11), I’d like to make one comment 
and make it emphatically: “Amen, 
Brother, Amen.” 

He is definitely right. We in the 
Middlewest do desperately need the fel- 
lowship and strength of reunited forces 
of all the Presbyterians. Rallies, con- 
ferences, men’s’7 gatherings, women’s 
conferences, youth rallies—how much bet- 
ter it would be to meet with and work 
shoulder-to-shoulder with other Presby- 
terians nearby. 

My nearest “Southern” Presbyterian 
brother is 90 miles away. But we have 
Presbyterian “cousins” in towns all 
around us. What a help it would be if 
we were all working together, all one 
presbytery. 

May God hasten the reunion. 

J. ALLEN ANDERSON. 
Mangum, Okla. 


Paraphrase Is Offered 


To THE OUTLOOK: 
After reading the arguments put forth 
by the opponents of Presbyterian reunion, 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 
Telephone 2-9492. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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it occurred to me that they might be 
paraphrased something like this: 

O God, we thank thee that we Southern 
Presbyterians are not like other Chris- 
tians, ecumenical, modernistic, apostate; 
or even like those radical ‘Northern” 
Presbyterians. 

Our witness is unique (and the only 
true witness to our Lord). 

Only we interpret the Bible and our 
creeds correctly. 

Our Sunday school enrollment has in- 
creased by a far larger per cent than that 
of the “Northern” Church, which obvious- 
ly means that our curriculum is superior 
to theirs. 

We give considerably more per capita 
to benevolences than the “Northern 
Body.” 

Therefore let us withdraw into our own 
little corner, and pat ourselves on the 
back for the good job we are doing. 

You may add my name to the list of 
those in favor of reunion. 

A. D. HILDEBRAND. 
Louisville Seminary, Ky. 


The Bill Rose Letter 


. . » Response from Texas 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have read and re-read the letter from 
Bill Rose, Jr., in your April 27 issue. It 
occurs to me that within it lies an ap- 
proach to the matter of reunion that 
needs some. re-thinking and _ earnest 
prayer on the part of all fellow-Presby- 
terians. 

Mr. Rose states: “I am praying every 
day that union will be defeated.” For 
convictions as sincere and valid to me as 
his are to him, I believe the cause of 
Christ will best be served by Presby- 
terians united. Yet I cannot bring my- 
self to pray that such will be the out- 
come of the approaching deliberations. 

Exception could be taken, too, to Mr. 
Rose’s interpretation of “accepting” the 
outcome, whatever it may be, by those of 
the opposition withdrawing from the 
majority group; although admittedly it 
does remain the privilege of each of us. 

But do we come nearer a solution by 
taking exceptions? Is it our purpose to 
prove each other wrong—or to know the 
will of God and DO it? Perhaps as Presby- 
terians or as members of any denomina- 
tion we may never be entirely “united” 
in viewpoints and interpretations—were 
that desirable. 

However, as brothers in Christ and fel- 
low-Presbyterians could we not right 
now best serve his church and those who 
shall be earnestly seeking at the coming 
Assembly to best serve our church and 
represent not us as individuals but God’s 
will in the matter—could we not be more 
effective by ceasing to take exceptions 
and by uniting in prayer? 

And should our prayers not be either 
for reunion or against it but for the 
perfect revelation of God’s will in the 
matter and our acceptance of it? 

It seems to me that only as the issue is 
resolved in thorough accord with his will 
can our Presbyterian Church—united or 
yet divided—continue to serve its Chris- 
tian destiny. May we be mindful of his 
words, “Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you . that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit and that your fruit 
shall remain; that whatsoever ye shall 
ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you.” 

I believe the Presbyterian Church has 
a distinct contribution to make to that 
Body of Christ, his church. May our 
Father reveal to us his will as to how that 
may best be accomplished and grant us 


JUNE 1, 1953 


each the grace to accept and to follow 
in his name. 

Mrs. J. R. JAcoss. 
Texas City, Texas 


. .. from Florida 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your issue of April 27 carried a letter 
from Bill Rose, Jr., of West Point, Miss., 
opposing reunion of the U.S. and USA 
churches. He stated his intention of 
withdrawing from the U. S. fellowship if 
reunion is consummated, and suggested 
that, in the event reunion is defeated, 
those desiring membership with the USA 
church should likewise withdraw to that 
communion. 

Unwittingly, perhaps, Mr. Rose reveals 
a strangely inconsistent attitude which 
seems to characterize many of those op- 
posing reunion. While professing an 
ardent zeal for the church of their fa- 
thers, they nevertheless refuse to ac- 
cept as wise or good a decision on re- 
union unless their side wins. They take 
this position despite the fact that the 
constitutional processes provided in our 
church’s standards will have been ad- 
hered to and free discussion and study 
of the question taken covering many long 
years. To many onlookers this non-co- 
operative attitude looks very much like 
bad sportsmanship and even worse Pres- 
byterianism. Does this not reveal a 
contempt for the principle of representa- 
tive government and majority rule 
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which is basic to the very concept of 
Presbyterianism? 

Mr. Rose states that he is “praying 
every day that union will be defeated.” 
Many, like myself, however, are praying 
(not every day, perhaps) simply that 
God’s will may prevail in this important 
matter. And I am convinced that a 
great preponderance of members and 
ministers across the Assembly now feel 
that it would be more in accord with the 
will of God if the great historic bodies of 
Presbyterianism joined hands and dem- 
onstrated through such a magnanimous 
act of faith and love something of the 
redemptive and unifying power of the 
gospel we profess. To act otherwise 
might find us “opposing God.” 

Regardless of what the final vote on 
reunion at this time may be however, I, 
for one, do not intend to “walk out” of 
the beloved church to which I have 
pledged my allegiance as a minister of 
Christ. Furthermore, as a minister, I 
trust that I shall somehow find grace to 
keep my solemn vow of subjection to my 
brethren in the Lord. 

Whether reunion wins or loses this 
time, I shall continue to pray that in the 
days to come all hindrances to reunion 
may speedily be removed and that Pres- 
byterians everywhere—north, south, east 
and west—may be made more genuinely 
worthy to receive this great gift of God, 
and may be strengthened and inspired by 
his Spirit to seek it more effectively. 

JAMES H. CALIGAN. 
Miami, Fla. 





... for Gifts 


e GRADUATION 
e WEDDING 
e ANNIVERSARY 


Read What These Reviewers Say: 


(A few of many high commendations) 


® “I wish that this book could be read by all 
young people who have reached the dating 
age, by all who are about to be married, and 
by all who have been married. My only regret 
in connection with the book is that I did not 
have the privilege of reading it in the days of 
my youth. And yet we have found it inspiring 
even after we have observed our golden anni- 


versary.’ — Walter L. 
Observer. 


Lingle in Christian 


® “Beautifully printed on high quality paper, 
attractively bound . . . this is the best mar- 
riage booklet we’ve seen yet. Ideal for... 
gift to the newly married. It is filled with 
Christian spirituality and common sense.’’— 
Baptist Leader. 


@ “A pastor could not make a better investment in the future stability of the marriages he 
solemnizes than to present From This Day Forward as a token of his continuing concern.” 


—The Christian-Evangelist. 


Order one or a dozen for readily available gifts 


At your bookseller’s or 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS °¢ 


1 N. Sixth St. ¢ 


Richmond 19, Va. 














@ We do not guarantee to “unscrew the inscrutable” 
but we do promise you an exhilarating experience. 


So... turn to page 15 and read Dr. Foreman on 


“WHEN IS PRESBYTERIANISM AN ISM?” 


‘To be followed next week by: 


“PRESBYTERIAN CREED” 


Then we yo into a 12-weeks series on an age-old paradox, a problem on 
which every thoughtful person wants and needs help: 


‘“FOREORDINATION AND FREEDOM” 


We thought we might find a more popular heading for this important series 
and thereby attract more people to follow it. What did the author think 
about this? He writes: 


“My first choice is still Foreordination and Freedom because 
that is the problem. But we might call it: 
God’s Will and Ours, or 
God’s Purpose and Our Choice, on 
The Fixed and the Free 
“My notion is that there’s no use in sugar-coating the pill. 
Forcordination and Freedom will attract the few who are 


interested enough in the problem to think about it. I doubt 
whether there will be 200 who will read it...” 


Dr. Foreman 


Well, Dr. Foreman’s thousands of weekly readers will read it, but there are 
other thousands who will be deeply helped and stimulated by it too. 


Here's the way the series will run: 


“FOREORDINATION AND FREEDOM” 


1. Clearing the Ground. 

2. What Does the Bible Say? 

3. What Does Our Creed Say? (a) The Westminster Standards of 1648. 
4. What Does Our Creed Say? (b) Modern Revisions and Explanations. 
5. Foreordination and Sovereignty. 

6. Alternatives to Foreordination. 

7. Religious Correlates: (a) Of Absolute Foreordination. 

8. Religious Correlates: (b) Of Human Freedom. 

9. Solutions That Do Not Solve: (a) Selective Foreordination. 

10. Solutions That Do Not Solve: (b) Unfree “Freedom.” 

11. Solutions That Do Not Solve: (c) Foreknowledge. 

2. Credo. 


TO HELP YOU GET YOUR FRIENDS ABOARD 
for the very beginning, we offer our lowest possible 
rate: 

A whole year (50 issues) for only $2.00 when you 
send five or more paid, new subscriptiens. 





No renewals at this rate. Furthermore, this is a temporary offer. 


In addition, we will send each new subscriber on these lists the preliminary 
discussions of Dr. Foreman (see page 15): 


When Is Presbyterianism an Ism, and 

Presbyterian Creed (next week). 
There is no upward limit to this offer—at least five—but also 10, 25, 100, 
200—every home in a church, for only $2 each for the coming year. 
Your list of five (5) or more NEW subscribers at $2 each should be sent 


TODAY, in order to get them on the list for the beginning. AIR MAIL 
will help. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK °® LN. 6th St. © Richmond 19, Va. 














To Sherwood Eddy Friends 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Please permit me to address old friends 
of Sherwood Eddy. Their help is needed 
in assembling material for a biography 
upon which I am now working, with the 
title: A VALIANT PROPHET, The Life 
and Times of Sherwood Eddy. 

I need letters. clippings, articles, 
photos, pictures. A long section will be 
devoted to his traits of character, his 
devotion, zeal, faith, courage, selfless- 
ness, etc., and I am seeking a host of il- 
lustrations of these qualities. I hope 
they will search their records and mem- 
ory and write accounts of Sherwood Eddy 
in action, illustrating his attitudes and 
way of life. Any material that needs to be 
returned will be copied and sent back 
promptly. 

Kirpy Pace, 
Box 247, La Habra, California 


Quotes in Church Bulletins 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

There have been times (and probably 
will be, in the future) when we would 
have liked to have reprinted parts of 
articles, quotations, etc., from your pub- 
lication in our bulletin or church paper. 
This is in connection with the Steward- 
ship Education Program within this 
church. 

How do we get permission to use such 
material? 

WENDELL L. Boaz, Chairman 
Stewardship Education Committee 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

@®EDITOR’S NOTE—Church bulletins 
may freely quote brief items or excerpts 
from THE OUTLOOK where they indi- 
eate the source, Permission should be 


secured in connection with longer items 
or articles, 


Appreciative 
To THe OUTLOOK: 

. In the brief time during which I 
have been reading THr OvTIoOoK, I have 
come to appreciate its policies and the 
reporting which it gives to both sides of 
some of the highly controversial issues 
at large in our church. 

I am particularly appreciative of the 
features presented, notably Dr. Fore- 
man’s weekly articles. 

Thank you for your service. 
Richmond, Va. Hvcu L. Farrior. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U. S., USA, AR, and United 
Presbyterians 





(Continued from May 18) 


EXCHANGE OF PULPITS 

e@Johnson City, Tenn,, Watauga Ave. ch.. 
350 mbs. One Sun. service, delightful cli- 
mate, near Smoky mtns. and numerous 
TVA lakes. 4 Aug. Sundays. Prefer Flor- 
ida or coast but would consider elsewhere. 
Howard C, Walton, Jr., 60S EK. Watauga 
Ave., Johnson City. Tenn, 


WISH TO SUPPLY PULPIT 

@eN. Y. City-Boston area, 1-4 July Sun- 
days. Thos. W. MacLean, 2821 Avondale 
Ave., Charlotte 3, N. C. 

@Maine, Cannda, or northern states. 
July 19, 26, Aug. 2. 9. Would like to camp 
out using trailer or manse would be de- 
sirable. Everett D. Gray, 46 Summit Ave.. 
Phillipsburg, N. J. 

@Vicinity of Montreat, N. C.. June 28, 
July 5. Rn. PD. Thomas, Box 334, Wynn, 
Ark. 
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Queen’s Message to 
Church of Scotland 
Has Hope of Peace 


Duke of Hamilton 
Bears Annual Greeting 


Edinburgh (RNS)—Queen Elizabeth 
II expressed to the opening of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
here a fervent hope “that the world dis- 
traught with wars and rumors of war 
may be brought to mutual understanding 
by the gospel to which you bear such 
vital and revitalizing witness.” 

“I pray,” said the Queen in her mes- 
sage, “that that hope may be fulfilled, 
and it will most certainly be in our hearts 
during the imminent solemnity of our 
coronation.” 

The Queen said she drew strength and 
comfort from the knowledge that the 
Church of Scoltand’s prayers and 
thoughts were with her as she prepared 
for her coronation. 

She added she was encouraged that 
“vou, representing the Church of Scot- 
land, should dedicate yourselves afresh 
to the service of God’s kingdom and all 
those to whom you minister in all the 
lands through which the influence of the 
church extends.”’ 

Queen Elizabeth said she was looking 
forward “with keen and reverent expec- 
tation”? to joining the Scottish people in 
the service of thanksgiving and dedica- 
tion to be held here during her corona- 
tion visit. 

The Queen added that during her visit 
she wanted the opportunity of sharing 
“in the congregational worship of the 
church.” 

Representing Her Majesty, the Duke 
of Hamilton, Lord High Commissioner 
to the Genera] Assembly, declared that 
the people of Scotland rejoiced that the 
Moderator of the church had been called 
upon “to play so symbolic and signifi- 
cant a part in the coronation ceremonies.” 

The Moderator, J. Pitt Watson, will 
have an official part in Elizabeth’s coro- 
nation, a departure from tradition. He 
will present the new Queen with the 
Bible. 

“The historic and resolute devotion of 
our church to the sacred authority of the 
Holy Word as its life and light was, in 
truth, most proudly honored,” said the 
Duke of Hamilton. 


Theologian Flies to Beat ‘Deadline’ 


South African Government Declines to Renew Passport 


Johannesburg (RNS) — Zacharaiah 
Koedirelang Matthews, South African 
Negro theologian and educator, and his 
wife flew back here from the U.S. to beat 
a “deadline” imposed by the government. 

The “deadline” was set when the gov- 
ernment refused to renew the Matthews’ 
passports. Criticism of Prime Minister 
Daniel F. Malan’s racial policies had 
been voiced in the U.S. by the Protestant 
churchman during his year as visiting 
professor at Union Theolcgical Seminary 
in New York. 

Last January, Dr. Matthews told the 
annual meeting of the Methcdist Church’s 
Foreign Missions Board that the South 
African election which returned the 
Malan government to power was a victory 
for the ‘‘forces of reaction.” He predicted 
that South Africa’s voteless non-white 
majority eventually would win freedom 
because “‘no people will be satisfied to 
remain in bondage forever.” 


Dr. Matthews, 51, was the first native 
to receive a bachelor of arts degree from 
the University of South Africa and was 
the first to become headmaster of a high 
school in this country. He later won a 
Phelps-Stokes Fund scholarship and with 
it obtained a master’s degree in anthro- 
pology at Yale University, New Haven, 
Conn. 


After two years of further study in 
England at the London School of Eco- 
nomics, he returned here in 1936 to teach 
at the University College of Fort Hare 
where he subsequently became head of 
the Department of African Studies. 


Dr. Matthews was twice elected to the 
South African Native Representative 
Council, a body with no authority, set up 
by the government to compensate the na- 
tives for their loss of franchise. The 
Council itself was dissolved in 1950 by 
the Malan government. 


Assembly Meets in Minneapolis 


Conference on Evangelism Precedes USA Annual Session 


Following a two-day pre-Assembly 
conference on evangelism, the 880 com- 
missioners to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, will settle 
down to organize their work, elect a Mod- 
erator, form committees (with geograph- 
ical areas naming representatives), and 
face a week of demanding and strenuous 
responsibility. (William H. McCorkle 


American “Comics” Scored 
American comics were scored as ‘‘to- 
tally devoid of wholesome humor” and 
“morbidly preoccupied with death and 
sex” in a report made to the Church of 
Scotland General Assembly by its Com- 
mittee on the Church and the Nation. 
The committee said that it is “the duty 
of parents, teachers, youth leaders and 
ministers to counteract the threat” im- 
plicit in the “whole world of false values 
presented” in American comics by guid- 
ing youth toward “healthier types of ju- 
venile and adolescent literature.” 
Among the false values it cited were 
“exaggeration of the objectionable fea- 
tures of the ‘thriller,’ glorification of vio- 
lence, triumph of might over right, and 
glamorizing of the ‘smart aleck.’ ” 


and Louis H. Evans will participate in 
the evangelism conference as they also 
will at Montreat. ) 

Meeting for the fourth time in Min- 
neapolis, the Assembly this time will use 
the host church (Westminster) only for 
committee meetings while the main ses- 
sions and extensive exhibits will be in 
the Municipal Auditorium (seating 9,- 
300) three blocks away. 

No change in the Lord’s Prayer where- 
by “sins” would be substituted for “debts” 
will be recommended by a committee 
which has been studying the request made 
in an overture last year. ‘Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us,” says the committee, is nct justified 
Biblically, theologically, liturgically, or 
ecclesiastically. It further says that the 
great classic and more recent translations 
of the New Testament use “debts” and 
“debtors.” 

Sixty-six presbyteries out of 257 have 
endorsed a proposa] of Rochester Presby- 
tery seeking the ordination of women to 
the ministry. Opposition was voiced by 
21 and 17 voted “no action.” Other 
presbyteries have evidently not consid- 








FRATERNAL DELEGATES—Representatives from other 


Presbyterian bodies who will bring greetings to the Montreat 


Assembly are (left to right): Professor T. 


ered it. Last time the Assembly faced 
the question (1947) the vote by presby- 
teries was 100 for, 104 against, with 
eight taking no action. In 1930 the vote 
was 108 for, 170 against. 

Like an overture to the Southern As- 
sembly (OurLookK, May 18), one from 
the Presbytery of Duluth wants “Holy 
Christian Church” substituted for “Holy 
Catholic Church” in the Apostles Creed 
because present terminology, it says, is 
so generally misunderstood and wrongly 
identified with the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Two nominees for Moderator endorsed 
by their presbyteries are John Watson 
Christie of Wilmington, Del., and Presi- 
dent John A. Mackay of Princeton Sem- 
inary. 


M. Taylor (U.P.) 


First of the popular evening meetings 
at the Assembly will consider the pro- 
posed plan of Presbyterian union, with 
Harrison Ray Anderson, Chicago pastor, 
Kenneth J. Foreman, Louisville Sem- 
inary professor, and Robert W. Gibson, 
Monmouth College president, answering 
questions put to them by newsmen. 

One of the largest popular meetings is 
expected to be that of Saturday night 
when Washington’s Governor Arthur B. 
Langlie is the speaker. Other meetings 
will highlight missions work among 
Spanish-Americans, the world missions 
challenge, stewardship, radio-TV and 
other church responsibilities. 

Hermann N. Morse, National Mis- 
sions leader, is the Assembly’s retiring 
Moderator. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


James M. Appleby, professor of field work at Union Seminary in Virginia, answers 
the questions put to him below, as recorded from a _ telephone-radio program. 
Moderator is THE OUTLOOK’s editor. 


HOW GOD SPEAKS 


The Bible tells about men hear- 
ing God speak to them in trances 
or seeing visions and the like. 
Does God reveal himself to men 
in that way today? 


AppLeBy: It is possible, and I cer- 
tainly would not be one to deny that 
God does speak to men some times in that 
way teday. The Apostle Paul was sure 
that God has so speken to him. He re- 
ferred to visions, or what we might call 
trances, in other places, but I am also 
quite sure that that is not the way God 
ordinarily speaks to men teday. Many 
a young man may be misled in his cal! 
to the ministry, for example, or he may 
feel that un'ess he has had some peculiar, 
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abnormal experience he hasn’t really had 
a call of God. Ordinarily, I think, God 
speaks to us through circumstances 
around us, through our daily living, our 
friends, through those whose lives in- 
fluence curs. He guides and directs us 
through a faith that may seem very or- 
dinary, but if we look back through the 
vears we may see that in a definite and 
positive way God was leading and guid- 
ing us. He does not ordinarily speak to 
us in what would ccme within the realm 
of the abnormal. He may speak at times 
in very dramatic ways even today, but 
those of us who have not had that sort 
of experience need not think that God 
has not spoken to us or guided us be- 
cause he can and does guide all of us who 
look to him in faith and who watch for 





of Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary; Chas. E. Edwards (A.R.P.), 
Columbia, S. C., pastor; and Stated Clerk Eugene Carson Blake 
(USA), of Philadelphia. 


his direction in our lives. 

Moperator: Don’t you think it would 
help all of us if we understood the Bible a 
little better as it describes these instances 
of God speaking? The Biblical writers 
and Orientals generally, as I understand 
it, are never commonplace or drab as we 
Occidentals are in our speech. When they 
felt that God was communicating with 
them in the ideas he placed in their minds 
or however he spoke in the language of 
thought, they never said, as many of us 
weuld, “I came to this conclusion” or 
“T felt led to do thus and so.” Rather, 
with their poetic temperament and in- 
sight, they said, in varying degrees of 
dramatic intensity, ““God said to me” or 
“God appeared to me” in this manner. 
I ara deeply convinced that we have to 
understand how God speaks for if we 
do not we will fail to hear him as he 
calls to us and seeks to guide us every 
day that we live. 

AppLeny: I think we have to remem- 
ber that much of what we read in the 
Bible must be seen in the light of the 
circumstances and the times in which 
the people were living and our own tem- 
peraments and personalities. For that 
reason we often expect the same experi- 
ences to be repeated in our lives when they 
are not. That doesn’t mean that God 
is any less real or his guidance any less 
perfect. 


Karl Hudson Dies 


Karl G. Hudson, leading merchant of 
Raleigh, N. C., and prominent in the 
affairs of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
died in Raleigh after a long illness on 
May 18. 

Mr. Hudson was head of the Hudson- 
Belk department store. He was active 
on many Assembly and synod committees 
and served as a trustee and director for 
countless church and civic institutions. 
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@ Prominent ministers who know the 
three churches well unite in declaring 


The Objections Are Not Valid 


URING recent years American 
Presbyterians have been considering 
reunion and have now formed a definite 
plan of union. In spite of the declared 
intentions of their General Assemblies to 
seek to find a way of union there is a 
small group of men who desire to delay 
and, if possible, prevent the coming to- 
gether of the churches which for 155 
years were one. It is the purpose of this 
paper to try and answer fairly some of the 
objections raised. 
The signers are a company of men, 
some of whom have ministered in more 
than one of the uniting churches. 


1. This is no conspiracy to swal- 
low up the smaller churches. 

All three churches bring their resources 
and members into the one new church. 
The reunion movement was inaugurated 
by the Presbyterian, U.S., General As- 
sembly of 1937. The United Presby- 
terian Assembly joined in the effort in 
1951 upon invitation of the other two 
churches. 


2. It is not the project of a few 
men. 

Many men and women have worked 
and prayed for reunion since 1870. James 
I. Vance, Thomas W. Currie, Charles 
G. Rose, Dunbar H. Ogden, John Mc- 
Naugher, Lewis S. Mudge, Robert E. 
Speer, among many others. The present 
combined committee consists of 63 mem- 
pers (18 U.P., 22 U.S., 23 U.S.A.). Most 
of its decisions are unanimous. If given 
a chance to vote for reunion the commit- 
tee would probably vote 60 to 3 in favor. 
If reunion occurs, a special commission 
ot 50 (10 UP: 15 US.,.25 USA 
wil] work out details. Any recommenda- 
tion of this commission must be ap- 
proved by three-fourths of its members 
before going to the General Assembly. 


3. The plan 
Presbyterian. 

It is true to the Scriptures and to the 
Presbyterian tradition. It differs very 
little from the doctrine and polity of the 
three negotiating churches. Its theology 
is the Westminster Confession; its polity 
representative democracy; its aim to pro- 
mote God’s glory; its desire to bring the 
Savior to men and men to the Savior 
in the fellowship of the church. 


is Christian and 


4. The uniting churches are Bib- 
lically sound. 

Charges have been made that one 
church is apostate. We know this to be 
false. Differences in theological emphases 
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have always existed in all branches of the 
Presbyterian Church. Such differences 
as exist today are in details and not in 
essentials. The USA Church has de- 
clared, “We desire no reunion with any 
church that does not confess Jesus Christ 
as Lord as set forth in our common con- 
fession and in the historic creeds of the 
Christian Church and as revealed in the 
Word of God.” We who have ministered 
in these churches know them to be true 
churches of Jesus Christ. 


5. The polity is essentially un- 
changed. 

The U.S. Church has tended to stress 
local church government. Its home mis- 
sion work in sixteen states in the south 
has been developed more by the presby- 
teries. The USA Church, with its mis- 
sions from Alaska to Puerto Rico, has 
exercised more national supervision. Both 
emphases are Presbyterian and both are 
needed. The works of foreign missions, 
Christian education and pensions are 
carried forward along much the same 
lines in the three churches. Both the 
U.S. and USA Churches have General 
Councils, stated clerks, and executive sec- 
retaries. 


6. What about racial patterns? 

All three churches have worked among 
all people at home and abroad. The 
U.P. and USA Churches have educated 
outstanding Negro leaders. The U-S. 
Church has a strong work in Africa. The 
U.S. and USA Churches have both sep- 
arate and mixed presbyteries. The U.S. 
Church absorbed its Negro synod (Sned- 
ecor Memorial) and is at present seeking 
two million dollars for its Negro work. 
The USA Church has a synod largely 
composed of people with German back- 
ground and a Welsh and an Indian pres- 
bytery. The U.S. Church has an In- 
dian and a Spanish-American presby- 
tery. 


7. The plan does not take away 
the property of the local church. 

It deals with property as it deals 
with all other issues, in a Presbyterian 
way. The property of a congregation is 
its own, but the presbytery is given ad- 
visory power which may be both in the 
interest of the congregation as well as 
the church-at-large. Other supervision 
of colleges and seminaries varies as it 
does in the present churches. Except in 
an attempt to take property away from 
the denomination these property ques- 
tions rarely arise. 


8. Local situations will be largely 
unchanged. 

In most places where there is no over- 
lapping or competition the local church 
would remain as at present. Competing 
churches would gradually merge and men 
and money could be released for new 
mission effort. Over-lapping  presby- 
teries and synods would gradually con- 
solidate and a new spirit of oneness could 
flood the church. 


9. No church or individual is 
forced to enter the plan. 

Ministers may decide not to enter and 
wil] have their pension benefits protected. 
The plan provides that congregations in 
the U.S. and U.P. Churches by certain 
definite procedure may vote and remain 
out of the united church and retain their 
property. It is earnestly hoped, how- 
ever, that none will. After reunion the 
present practice in such matters returns 
in the united church. 


10. Why do we favor union? 

Because we believe it is God’s Will 
for his church as set forth in the Scrip- 
tures. Because we believe a_ united 
church would be more effective in win- 
ning the nation to Christ. Because we 
wish to see cooperation replace competi- 
tion. Because we wish to belong to the 
one Presbyterian Church with each other 
and with you, our fellow-American Pres- 
byterians. 


Cuirirrorp B. BArsour, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ARTHUR V. Boanp, Dallas, Texas 
WALTER R. CourRTENAY, 
Nashville, Tenn. 
ALLAN M. Frew, Detroit, Mich. 
Stuart N. HUTCHISON, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Ropnert F. Jones, Fort Worth, Texas 
Ropert L. McLeop, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
JEAN S. Miner, Indianapolis, Ind. 
AnsLEY C. Moore, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
FREDERICK H. OLErRT, Richmond, Va. 
Epwarp B. PAISsLey, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Joun Carvin Rew, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
L. J. SHERRILL, New York, N. Y. 
Donap A. SPENCER, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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A Primer On Presbyterian Union 


1. What churches are involved in 
this Presbyterian union? 

Three—Presbyterian Church, USA 
(2,482,248 members); Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. (718,791 members); and 
the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America (217,644 members). 

2. How long has this union move- 
ment been in progress? 

The U.S. and USA Churches have been 
negotiating since 1938, but no vote on a 
plan has been taken by either the General 
Assemblies or the presbyteries. The U.P. 
Church joined the other two in preparing 
the present three-way plan of union in 
1951. 

3. How did these churches ever 
hecome separated? 

The U.P. Church is a result of a union 
(1858) of two Presbyterian bodies which 
came to this country separately from 
Scotland. The U.S. Church withdrew 
from the USA Church following a bitter 
contest over the “Spring Resolution” 
passed by the Philadelphia Assembly of 
1861. 

4, Do the reasons which brought 
about separation still exist? 

No. 

3. Do the three churches overlap, 
or do they serve separate areas? 

The USA Church has congregations in 
every state. The U.P. Church has con- 
gregations scattered from New England 
to California. The U.S. Church is al- 
most entirely confined to 17 southern 
states. There is complete overlapping of 
the U.P. Church by the USA Church. 
There is some overlapping of U.S. and 
USA congregations in all 17 southern 
states, and in seven “border states” the 
total U.S. and USA memberships are al- 
most the same. 

6. Cannot the three churches get 
along better separated than united? 

No. In many communities in over- 
lapping areas, local congregations could 
merge to advantage if they so desired. 
Many “Larger Parishes” cou'd be organ- 
ized in rural areas. Many ministers and 
congregations, now lonely and discour- 
aged because isolated from the main body 
of their communion or because over- 
shadowed by competing Presbyterian 
congregations, would get a spiritual lift 
from the fellowship and mutual aid of a 
stronger presbytery or synod. 

7. Isn’t there danger in bigness? 

Yes, obviously. But probably the pride 
and power of bigness are no more dan- 
gerous than the pride and weakness of 
smallness. One needs to be a member 
of a small, weak, scattered presbytery— 
such as exists in various parts of the U.S., 
USA, and U.P. Churches—to realize 

*President of Louisville Seminary and 
a member of the Assembly's Committee on 
Cooperation and Union. 
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By FRANK H. CALDWELL* 


fully the spiritual loneliness and frustra- 
tion of such a situation. If united, we 
could stand together in nationwide ef- 
forts, we could command common re- 
sources of personality and dedicated gifts, 
and we could have the spiritual exhilara- 
tion of the “we feeling’ in making a 
common impact in the name of Christ. 


8. Will not the U.S. Church be 
swallowed up in such a union? 

At the level of General Assembly ac- 
tions, the commissioners from the former- 
ly U.S. portion of the church might very 
well be out-voted—if one makes the rash 
assumption that commissioners to Gen- 
eral Assembly will vote on a_ sectional 
basis. They do not vote in that way 
now in our present Assemblies. Most 
of the real fellowship and work of the 
church, however, is carried on at the level 
of presbyteries and synods, and in most 
of the area now occupied by the U.S. 
Church, where the USA church is out- 
numbered, it will be the U.S. Church 
which does any ‘“‘swallowing up” that is 
done! 


9. Who has been working on the 
Plan of Union? And by what au- 
thority? 

A USA Commission of 23 members, a 
U.S. Committee of 22 members, and a 
U.P. Committee of 18 members—all ap- 
pointed and acting under the authority 
of their respective General Assemblies. 
Detailed work has been done by a joint 
negotiating committee of 17 members. 

10. If we unite, won't we lose 
some of our present freedom? 

No. Under the constitution of the 
Plan of Union, lay members, ruling 
elders, deacons, and ministers are of- 
forded the same safeguards of their free- 
dom that are provided under the present 
constitution of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. 

11. What happens to our church 
property under the Plan of Union? 

Property of the General Assembly, its 
boards and agencies, and of the synods 
and presbyteries, will become the prop- 
erty of the General Assembly, the cor- 
responding boards and agencies, synods 
and presbyteries, of the united church. 
Congregations voting under the extraor- 
dinary provisions of ‘The Supplemental 
Covenant and Agreement” (Plan, pp. 21- 
23) to remain outside The Presbyterian 
Church of the United States may retain 
their local property as independent con- 
gregations. The property of congrega- 
tions which do not vote themselves out of 
the union will continue to be owned by 
them as congregations of the united 
church. The provision in the revised 


plan (p. 186) enables a presbytery to 
guard any interest which the church-at- 
large may have in a local situation. Then, 
in seeking to avoid hasty or unwise action 
that might jeopardize not only a congre- 
gation’s but a presbytery’s future, it re- 
quires consultation with the presbytery 
when property is to be sold, mortgaged or 
leased. But, as is always true in Pres- 
byterian government, as long as a church 
is a part of the Presbyterian Church, its 
property is its own. If it ceases to be a 
Presbyterian church, then our usual safe- 
guards are invoked. 


12. What will come about in ra- 
cial matters? 

The Form of Government of the Plan 
prescribes no changes in race relations 
from those now existing in the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. A “racial or cul- 
tural group”? may have separate presby- 
teries or synods if they request it and 
if the next higher court orders it. That 
is, a synod has the right, when requested 
to do so, to form such separate presby- 
teries within its bounds. As heretofore 
in the constitutions of each of the churches 
(U.S., USA and U.P.) the constitution 
of the plan leaves to the Session elected 
by each congregation the power to ex- 
amine and receive members. 


13. Is the USA Church as sound 
in the faith as our U.S. Church? 

Yes. The charges of doctrinal un- 
soundness which have been given wide 
publicity by certain groups are based 
largely on (1) misunderstandings or 
false interpretations of an unofficial doc- 
ument written more than 25 years ago 
and signed by about 1200 USA ministers 
in protest against what they considered to 
be an effort to change the constitution in 
an unconstitutional way, and (2) on un- 
warranted generalizations about the ac- 
tions of one or two presbyteries and the 
writings of perhaps half a dozen minis- 
ters. Exactly the same kinds of charges 
of unsoundness have been hurled by the 
same groups at ministers, agencies, and 
institutions of our own US Church. 


14, What is the doctrinal position 
of the U.P. Church? 

The doctrinal soundness of the U.P. 
Church is recognized by everyone. It is 
as sound as the U.S. or USA Churches, 
and probably has the reputation of being 
even more so. 

15. How can we be sure that this 
union will not cause a split in our 
church? 

Almost’ certainly some wil] not go into 
the union. Few unions in history have 
been unanimous. In this case, an or- 
ganized group has served notice repeat- 
edly in its newspaper that it will not go 
into the proposed union. The same group 
opposes also our cooperation with other 
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denominations through the National 
Council of Churches and the World 
Council of Churches. Others are some- 
times frightened by the battle cry of 
opponents who say, “A vote on union 
wil] split our church wide open.” The 
plain answer to this cry is in a question: 
How can our church be “‘split wide open” 
when for any union to become effective 
our own constitution (Par. 168) requires 
three steps: (1) approval by a General 
Assembly, (2) approval by three-fourths 
of all the Presbyteries, and (3) approval 
by another General Assembly? When a 
Plan of Union has received that much 
approval, the chances of a “church split 
wide open” will be nil. A splinter going 
off the main body is the worst that can 
happen. 

16. What provision is made for 
those who don’t want to unite? 

Two provisions: (1) That of the 
“Supplemental Covenant and Agreement” 

s noted under item 11, above, and (2) 
Ihe provision of “Concurrent Declara- 
tion 7” (Plan, p. 16, as amended in 
“Supplement”) for ministers who have 
been in any of the pension plans of the 
three churches, and who decline to enter 
the union, to receive their accrued pen- 
sion benefits at the time of their retire- 
ment. 

17. Why does not the provision 
of the “Supplemental Covenant and 
Agreement” apply to congregations 
of the USA Church? 

Because the USA Commission was of 
the opinion that it was not desirable in 
the USA Church. 

18. Is the USA Church really 
very much concerned about uniting 
with us? Why should it be? 

Yes. The repeated actions of its As- 
sembly, especially the generous and gra- 
cious Christian letter sent by it to our 
Assembly of 1951 (Minutes, pp. 64-65) 
clearly attest such a desire. Why? Be- 
cause we have a common heritage, creed, 
polity, worship. and mission, and because 
they believe such union to be the will of 
God, “that the world might believe.” 

19. How does the U.P. Church 
feel about uniting with us and with 
the USA Church? 

During the summer and autumn of 
1951, their presbyteries took a “straw 
vote” which indicated that an overwhelm- 
ing majority of the U.P. Church was in 
favor of proceeding with negotiations for 
such a three-way union. 

20. Do we have any work with 
these other bodies at present which 
is not merely cooperative, but 
united? 

Yes. At least cne seminary and three 
colleges are united. A number of student 
centers on college campuses, home mis- 
sion activities, federated congregations, 
and presbyterial and synodical youth con- 
ferences are united. On every mission 
field where we have both U.S. and USA 
groups at work, we have at least one 
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and sometimes many united efforts, and 
on those fields we have a united church, 
not a sectional one, into which converts 
go. 
21. Why do not the ordination 
vows in the Plan include the U.S. 
promise to notify the presbytery or 
session of any changes in views on 
fundamental doctrines? 

Because if a ruling elder, deacon, or 
minister is fundamentally honest and in- 
telligent about his theological convictions, 
such a requirement is unnecessary; if he 
is not fundamentally honest and intelli- 
gent about those convictions, such a re- 
quirement is obviously futile; and in any 
case, if one’s theology gets out of line to 
the extent of injuring the church, the 
appropriate judicatory has the constitu- 
tional right and duty to initiate discipli- 
nary action. Furthermore, do you know 
of any instance among the thousands of 
officers and ministers who have made this 
pledve where this step has been taken? 
Possibly there have been some, but they 
have been negligible. 

22. On what doctrinal basis is this 
united work operated? 

On the doctrinal basis cemmen to the 
two churches. 

23. Are not we more generous in 
our giving than is the USA Church? 

Probably somewhat more so. 
statistical comparisons which are being 
published and circulated are quite mis- 
leading in that in some cases the meth« ds 
of reporting such statistics in the U.S. 
and USA Minutes are significantly dif- 
ferent. 

24. How would this union affect 
our local congregations? 

Effects on local congregations weuld 
vary considerably. Most would hardly 
le aware that any change had occurred. 
Some would find the way opened to de- 
sirable mergers or groupings with cther 
nearby USA or U.P. congregations. The 
Session, composed of the pastor and rul- 
ing elders elected by the congregaticn, 
would still be the governing body of the 
congregation, as at present. 

25. Why don’t those individuals 
who want to unite with the USA or 
U.P. Church just pull out and unite? 

Because they are not interested in just 
“joining the USA or U.P. Church” or 
in leaving the U.S. Church. Their con- 
cerns are with the healing of divisions 
in the body of Christ, the realization of 
our Lord’s own prayer for his disciples 
“that they may be one, that the world may 
believe.” The burden of proof is not with 
those who would realize to the utmost 
their unity in Christ; it is with those who 
would perpetuate and aggravate needless 
divisions among Christians who have 
too much in common and too little that 
is distinctive and significant to warrant 
continued division. 

26. Why are there USA Churches 
in the South? 

For two reasons: 


Some 


(1) Many such con- 


gregations were formerly Cumberland 
Presbyterian Churches until their re- 
union with the USA Church. (2) The 
USA Church is not a sectional, but a 
national, church, and many of its con- 
gregations in the South have been found- 
ed as part of its program of National 
Missions. 

27. Was the Cumberland reunion 
with the USA Church a success? 
What about some of the bad experi- 
ences we have heard about? 

It is difficult to set a norm for the suc- 
cess of a union. Certainly the split in 
this case was larger in extent than would 
be desirable, and there were many ip- 
stances of litigation. The “Supplemental 
Covenant and Agreement” (Plan, pp. 21- 
23) has been specifically designed to re- 
duce to a minimum such bitterness and 
litigation in the case of the proposed 
U.S.-USA-U.P. union. If there is such, 
it will be because there are members who 
are unwilling to abide by either that pro- 
vision of the p'an or Paragraph 168 of 
our U.S. Book of Church Order. 

28. What light does the union of 
three Methodist bodies in 1939 
throw on this proposed three-way 
Presbyterian union? 

It throws much light. One can take 
the book, The Lone Road to Methodist 
Union, and substitute ‘The Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.” for “The Methodist 
Church, South,” and “The Presbyterian 
Church, USA” for **The Methodist Epis- 
copal Church” and find an amazing 
parallel between the issues, charges, fears, 
and problems involved in that union and 
those involved in the proposed Presby- 
terian union. The Methodist union was 
not unanimous in the South—one Annual 
Conference (N. Miss.) failed to give it 
a majority vote! There was a split and 
a “continuing church’—composed of 
less than 10 congregations having less 
than 1,000 combined membership! There 
was litigation over church property—a 
suit was filed by a congregation in South 
Carolina. The vast majority of Meth- 
odists entered the union and has ex- 
perienced no regrets. Methodists re- 
union has proved a success; there is every 
reason to believe that Presbyterian re- 
union will prove equally so. 
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WHY 


Highly regarded U. S. leader 


What Will the Future 
Say? 


By P. FRANK PRICE* 


Why should we plan to reunite when the church as a whole 
is getting along so well, with its organization and the efficiency 
of its agencies much improved? We love and understand each 
other. In fact we are comfortable as we are. 

This, however, is offset by the fact that our brethren on the 
border where there is inevitable overlapping and rivalry be- 
tween Presbyterian Churches are not happy about it. It is 
said if we reunite with other Presbyterian bodies it will pre- 
cipitate a split within our own church. Such a threat however 
should not deter us if the union is brought about in a brotherly 
and constitutional way. 

The main consideration is, what will the future have to say 
about our settlement of this question? The churches in Scot- 
land suffered from disunity for a long time until they finally 
united into one Presbyterian Church of Scotland. The divisive 
spirit will grow as will the spirit of unity. An important con- 
sideration is that a large conservative bloc in the Northern 
Church, headed by such men as Dr. John Mackay, are report- 
ing hopeful progress and eagerly await our cooperation. 

Other things being equal, the presumption is that we should 
seek organic union with a hope of presenting a solid Presby- 
terian front before the world. The last great intercessory 
prayer of our Lord—‘That the world may know’—should be 
ever before us. 

*Dr. Price was a long-time missionary to China. He was mod- 
erator of the 1936 General Assembly. He makes his home in 
Florence, S. C. 





The United Presbyterian chairman says: 


lt Would Mean Strength 


By ROBERT W. GIBSON* 


I believe in the union of our three great Presbyterian 
churches, first because there is no time like the present. Most 
every one whom I know says, “I believe in union, but not now.” 
My own feeling is that we who belong to the-here-and-the-now 
ought to have faith enough and courage enough to do this thing 
which it seems to me God has been wanting for a long, long 
while. We ought not to leave this great task to be performed 
by our children and our grandchilden. There is no time like 
the present to do the right thing. 

Second, because such a union gives promise of providing 
the kind of a church of which I would like to be a part; a 
national Presbyterian church: strong enough in the local areas 
to provide both program and fellowship; different enough in 
its geographical areas to reflect the rich heritage that is ours; 
and united enough that before the world we may stand as 
the great Presbyterian church of the United States dedicated 
to a program of world-evangelization. 





*President of Monmouth College and chairman of the United 
Presbyterian Committee on Church Relations. 
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Third, because it hurts to see the body of Christ, even within 
the Presbyterian family of churches, so badly broken. It 
hurts my sense of what I feel Christ would have us do. It 
makes me feel that I must not stand in the way of this union, 
but that I must do all that I can to make it a reality. It hurts 
the cause of Christ in many a local community, little churches 
struggling, competing, bearing the name Presbyterian but fail- 
ing to give a united witness in the local town and village and 
countryside. It hurts the cause of Christ within our nation, 
and prevents us from becoming the great power which under 
God we might be. 


Another U. S. minister says: 


Union Comes from Unity 


By JAMES A. JONES* 


When all is said and done, union can only be a consequence 
of “unity.” Where there is likeness of mind, people can and 
should walk together. I am for union because I believe the 
Presbyterian family is a unity: 

(1) In doctrine—and accusations of one church being “too 
liberal” or another church not meaning what its formal creed 
declares, imply that our brethren in the Lord are willfully de- 
ceptive. This I do not believe. 

(2) In purpose—we are all in a unity of endeavor, pro- 
claiming the redemptive grace of God in Jesus Christ. When 
we are about our main business, we are about the same business. 
Seeing that the business is urgent, I believe in forging the 
alliances which our mission prescribes. 

(3) In government—we live under the same laws, we sub- 
scribe to the same polity, we are loyal to the same fashion of 
organization. 

(4) In heritage—what do any of us have that we have not 
received. We have entered in upon the labors of other gen- 
erations. Dug from the same pit, we are brothers in faith and 
work. 

In short, we are too much alike to be apart. Our divisions 
suggest to a skeptical world that we are fundamentally at odds. 
We are not at odds, but are one in hope and in love and in 
labor. With such a unity, Union is not only desirable, it is 
inevitable. 








*Minister, Myers Park churah, Charlotte, N. C., and a member 
of the Board of World Missions. 
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From a U. P. seminary professor 


We Need Each Other 


By THEOPHILUS MILLS TAYLOR* 


I believe it is God’s will that Christians should dwell together 
in unity in the body of Christ (1. Cor. 12:24-27; Rom. 12:4,5; 
Eph. 4:15,16). This means bodily, or organic, unity as well 
as so-called “spiritual” unity. Christian unity is both. In 
Ephesians 4:4 bodily unity precedes and goes together with 
spiritual unity, because people cannot grow together in unity 





*Professor of New Testament Literature and Exegesis, Pitts- 
burgh-Xenia Theological Seminary. Dr. Taylor is the fraternal 
delegate from the United Presbyterian General Assembly to the 
Montreat, U. S. Assembly this year. 
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_.. Presbyterian Reunion 


while they live in separation. Spiritual unity worthy of the 
name is the product of Christian people living and working 
together in common allegiance to Christ. For Christians, the 
burden of proof always lies with those who would live in sep- 
aration from their fellows. I must, therefore, recognize my 
kinship with all who serve the same Lord. We need the fel- 
lowship of one another (Rom. 1:12; I Thess. 5:11). 

I believe disunion is sin. Our Lord went to the cross to 
break down all partition walls (Eph. 2:13-22), to bring to- 
gether Jew and Gentile, Greek and barbarian, bond and free, 
the man of conscientious scrupples and the man of superior 
faith (Rom. 1:14,16; 14:1-15:6), that “they might live in 
such harmony together, in accord with Jesus Christ, that 
together (they might) with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”” When, therefore, I say, 
“T believe . . . in the holy catholic Church,” I want to mean 
what I say. 

I believe it is essential to our mission in the world. Our 
testimony before the world must be convincing, for Christ’s 
sake and the gospel’s. The world reasonably rejects our 
testimony when it can see so little evidence of the unifying 
power of the gospel in the corporate life of us who profess 
it (Phil. 1:27; 2:1-5; John 17:21). 


U.S. pastor and former Moderator feels 


The Holy Spirit Is 
Leading 


By CHARLES L. KING* 


1. I feel that at the close of the Civil War the denominations 
that had divided should have led the way in preaching and 
practicing forgiveness; in binding up the wounds. For Pres- 
byterians, after ninety years, still to be separated into what are 
called northern and southern branches raises questions as to 
the sincerity of our profession of loyalty to the gospel of for- 
giveness and love. 

2. I feel that the presence of 3,700 U.S. Presbyterian 
Churches and 1,600 U.S.A. Presbyterian Churches here in the 
same territory, in many places in actual competition, is nothing 
less than a scandal. The union of the two branches would 
bring about the union of synods, presbyteries and congrega- 
tions, releasing men and money for the new fields. The im- 
pact of one million Presbyterians in the same territory, plan- 
ning together, praying together and working together would 
be far greater than that of the three denominations working 
separately. 

3. I feel that the coming together of the three branches of 
Presbyterianism would be a step toward a realization of what 
Christ had in mind when he prayed, “That they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me.” The presence of so many competing denominations 
is a definite hindrance to faith in the eyes of outsiders. 

4. I feel that the evidence that the Holy Spirit is leading 
toward a deeper unity among Christ’s followers is overwhelm- 
ing. The fact that the very conservative United Presbyterian 
Church is willing to be a party in forming “‘The Presbyterian 
Church of the United States” convinces me that the Holy 





*Pastor of the First church, Houston, Texas. Dr. King was 
Moderator of the 1944 General Assembly. 
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Spirit is leading Presbyterians toward union. In _ praying 
and working for union I feel that I am praying and working 
with Christ and the Holy Spirit. 


U. S. A. stated clerk says: 


lt Appears to Be 
God's Will 


By EUGENE CARSON BLAKE* 


I can say that I favor the proposed union of our three 
Presbyterian Churches because, so far as I am able to see, 
it appears to be according to God’s will. 

I would not be in favor of any union of churches that was 
merely the result of the contrivances of men. 

In the very cordial conferences with the representatives 
of the other two churches (some of whom favor union and 
some of whom are either against it or as yet uncertain) I have 
consistently attempted to make my position clear that our 
task was to form the best plan of union that we were able 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

Since I am a Presbyterian, I believe then that all of us 
should have faith that we will be guided by the Holy Spirit 
in the constitutional processes of our respective churches. 
Should any of our churches vote not to approve the union, 
I would be sure that for some reason, unknown perhaps to any 
of us, the union of our churches was not according to God’s 
will at this time. 

I, therefore, am absolutely in favor of a vote on union and 
a vote taken in the spirit of prayer and dedication to the will 
of God. If the vote is taken and in such a spirit I have no 
fear of the outcome. 





*Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly. 
Dr. Blake is that church’s fraternal delegate to the coming 
Montreat Assembly. 


From the U. S. A. chairman 


We Belong Together 


By RALPH WALDO LLOYD* 


There is recurring evidence that USA Presbyterians in over- 
whelming proportion favor the present proposed union of 
their Church with the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States and the United Presbyterian Church. The most fre- 
quently heard reasons for favoring union are the following: 

(1) We are members of the same family and belong together. 
There are no essential differences in our three churches—in 
heritage, doctrine, government, practice, people, even geography. 

(2) Union would eliminate much overlapping, competition, 
duplication, misunderstanding, and unnecessary organization 
and expense. 

(3) The combined witness and ministry of a united church 
would be greater than the present witness and ministry of any 
one or of all three added together. 

(4) The fellowship and outreach of each congregation and 





*President of Maryville College and chairman of the USA 
Church’s Permanent Commission on Interchurch Relations. 
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each individual member would be enriched and would be 
extended to new people and new fields all over the world. 

(5) We earnestly believe that this union would be in accord 
with the will of God. We do not believe he wills that all 
churches shall unite or that any church shall be all-inclusive. 
But we are convinced that in Christ God is drawing back 
together these three members of the Presbyterian family in the 
United States. 

For these and other strong reasons also, many of us in the 
USA Church pray daily for this union. 


The U. S. Chairman declares 


Reasons Do Not Justify 
Our Separate Existence 


By THOMAS KAY YOUNG* 


For more than a century the two major groups were one 
body, and as one denomination they made a contribution to 
our national philosophy of government, values, rights and 
culture second to no other group in the land. The third mem- 
ber in the current negctiation came from an earlier parent 


‘tock in Scotland and is both racially and religiously our 
closest of kin. The national influence of Presbyterianism was 
weakened by its division and is deplorable on that important 
score. 

Reunion should now be feasible and joyous. ‘The occasion 
of our being torn apart was the crowning tragedy of our na- 
tional history. All concerned have thanked Ged we quickly 
became and continue to be one blessed nation which in resource, 
ileal and influence is the pride of all, yea, and either the envy 
or the hope of the world. 

Over the board of our national life we have become widely 
united. Our students attend institutions without thought of 
ceography. Our business men place their factories in every 
part of the country. Our families inter-marry and live in 
happy acccrd. Our sons rise and march and fight in unity 
gathered from coast to coast. So prevailingly are our historic 
churches national that our Presbyterian family is cc nspicious 
for its continuing sectional identity. 

And try as we may, our reasons do not justify our separate 
existence. If we turn to indictment our judgments are unsup- 
ported by the faith and life of our brethren, as declared by 
those who know them best. If we seek cooperation yet decline 
union we refuse the prevailing boundary that makes a church 
serving the whole nation which is our legical sphere of labor. 

Calvinism is an eminent interpretation of Christianity of 





*Pastor, Idlewild church, Memphis, Tenn.; Moderator of the 
1945 General Assembly. Dr. Young is chairman of the U. S. 


committee on union. 


which we are very proud. 
lve and peace and unity must long to see our churches re- 


Our Savior who lived and taught 


united in its propagation. 


REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 





Christian Relations Council Points Up 
Seven Areas Which Need Special Emphasis 


The Assembly’s Council of Christian 
Relations, serving under the Board of 
Church Extension, has a highly signifi- 
cant 27-page report which surveys devel- 
opments in the nation and in the South 
during the past year. The careful study 
will be widely used throughout the church 
in coming menths and years. Space lim- 
itations compel attention here to only the 
major headings and the recommendations 
under each. 


I. Daily Work as Vocation 

1. That the churches undertake the re- 
sponsibility of impressing men, women 
and young people with the value and sig- 
nificance of daily work as Christian vo- 
cation. 

2. That presbyteries, through a com- 
mittee or sub-committee on Christian 
relations, arrange wherever possible to 
hold vocational institutes in which Chris- 
tian laymen shall consider the claims of 
Christ upon their daily work. 

Il. Labor and Industry 

1. That churches seek to win all eco 
nomic groups to the allegiance of Christ, 
recognizing a particular responsibility in 
the growing urban and industrial centers 
of the South. 

2. That, recognizing the contributions 
made both bv industry and labor to our 
economic welfare, we urge churchmen in 
beth groups to bring their influence as 
Christian believers to bear upon manage- 
ment-labor problems. 


1 ? 


3. That theological seminaries, lead- 
ership schools and summer conferences, 
as well as men and women and young 
pecple of the church, include, as a part 
cf their program of study, the basic 
problems confronting industry and the 
church. 


III. Race Relations 

1. That the church practice no dis- 
crimination in ministering to the needs of 
people, even as the love of God in Christ 
embraces all people alike. 

2. That churches observe Race Rela- 
tions Sunday in the way calculated to be 
most helpful in promoting racial goodwill 
and understanding. 

3. That in these days of changing at- 
titudes and re-interpretation of the prin- 
ciples of democracy, ministers and lay- 
men alike be alert to exhibit the Chris- 
tian graces of humility, brotherly kind- 
ness, compassion, and patience toward 
all races of mankind. 


IV. The Alcohol Problem 

1. That churches use every means to 
promote alcohol education, and to in- 
form the people of the mounting menace 
of the use of alcoholic beverages. 

2. That churches cooperate with Allied 
Youth, Inc., in providing adequate guid- 
ance for youth in confronting the liquor 
problem; and with Alcoholic Anony- 
mous and other worthy organizations in 
their program of rehabilitating alcoholics. 


3. That, realizing the importance of 


perscnal example, the General Assembly 

urge that church members abstain from 

all indulgence in intoxicating beverages. 
V. Citizenship 

1. ‘That the General Assembly re-af- 
firm its opposition to the exploitation of 
racial and religious prejudices for polit- 
ical purposes. 

2. That the men and women of the 
church be urged to use wisely their right 
of suffrage, and to work for the same 
privilege for all citizens. 

3. That laymen consider seriously the 
opportunities afforded in political life 
for the practice of Christian vocation. 

VI. Church and State 

1. That the General Assembly send 
greetings to President Eisenhower and 
assure him of the prayers of the church 
for him, his cabinet, and members of the 
legislative bodies, that they may lead the 
nation wisely and for the glory of God. 

2. That the General Assembly express 
to President Eisenhower its conviction 
that the appointment of an ambassador 
to the Vatican would work against the 
principle of separation of church and 
state: and express the hope that such a 
practice may not be approved by the new 
administration. 

3. That churches be urged to proceed 
constructively in promoting weekday re- 
ligicus instruction, in view of the Su- 
preme Court decision that released-time 
from public schools does not necessarily 
constitute a violation of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

VII. The Church and the 
United Nations 

1. That, recognizing the defects and 

failures of the United Nations, the Gen- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





eral 

ing < 

tions 

belie 

orgal 
, 


Pe 
stan¢ 
speci 





Geac 
Gosh 
Loga 
son, 
Elro: 
liam: 
Aber 
Char 
ming 
Ga.; 
Walt 
Bull 
Flan 
Ashe 
Vivik 

Ru 
Sprit 
ton, 
Walt 
Whit 
Patt 
A. F 
Bisse 
Have 
C5. J 
Ss. 
Calh 
P. FT 
sum! 
Bish 
Texa 


Mi 
seac 
Ky.; 
Wm. 
E. O 
Pepp 
Pate, 
Rich: 
Slab 
Belm 
La.; 
Burt 
m 4 
Colui 
Beul: 
Char 
Lyne 
x. €. 


Ru 
Tenn 
B. H 
Mian 
Ville, 
Chas 
Willi 
Dune 
Huge 
La.; 
Ky.; 
Wim. 
Dysa 
Fave 


JUN 


od 


u- 
ne 


on 


nd 
n- 


> 





eral Assembly take note of the outstand- 
ing achievements which the United Na- 
tions has to its credit, and re-affirm its 
belief in the purpose and program of this 
organization. 


2. That churches be urged to acquaint 





Standing Committees 





Personnel of two of the Assembly’s 
standing committees that are always of 
special interest are listed here. 


Interchurch Relations 


R. M. Crowe, chairman 

Ministers: John K. Johnson, Oxford, 
Miss.; D. Burke Kerr, Louisville, Ky.; 
Robert Ray, Oak Hill, W. Va.; D. P. Me- 
Geachy, Jr., Clearwater, Fla.; Robert D. 
Goshorn, Springfield, W. Va.; Chas. A. 
Logan, Nashville, Tenn.; Sam C. Patter- 
son, French Camp, Miss.; I. Stuart Mc- 
Elroy, Richmond, Va.; R. Murphy Wil- 
liams, Jr., Wilson, N. C.; Chas. W. Worth, 
Aberdeen, N. C.; Henry S. Robinson, 
Charlotte, N. C.; R. L. Williamson, Bir- 
mingham, Ala.; Jos. L. Griggs, Atlanta, 
Ga.; J. Polk G. Moffett. Greenville, Texas; 
Walter C. Jent, Pensacola, Fla.; James R. 
Bullock, Houston, Texas; Ernest H. 
Flaniken, Craigsville, Va.; C. Grier Davis, 
Asheville, N. C.; Edgar L. Storey, Jr.., 
Vivian, La. 

Ruling Elders: W. E. Bagby, Sulphur 
Springs, Texas; Jerome L. Howell, Hous- 
ton, Texas; Geo. A. Prigge, Walton, Ky.; 
Walter K. Gwin, Jr., Jackson, Miss.; A. J. 
Whitehouse, Lexington, Ky.; Walter G. 
Patterson, Barboursville, W. Va.; Frank 
A. Philips, Jr., Columbus, Ga.; Sam F. 
Bissett, Tampa, Fla.; Glenn Gall, New 
Haven, Mo.; L. Nelson Bell, Asheville, N. 
¢.; J. E. Garrett, Corpus Christi, Texas; 
S. B. Strickland, Lithonia, Ga.; D. M. 
Calhoun, Elizabethtown, N. C.; Sanford 
P. Torrey, Meadville, Miss.; C. C. Fink, 
Summerville, Ga.; Lawrence M. Peebles, 
Bishopville, S. C.; E. E. Ericson, Dallas, 
Texas; Stanley M. Fulton, Hancock, Md. 


World Missions 
Wm. C. Robinson, Sr., chairman 

Ministers: Willis E. Garrett, Miami 
Beach, Fla.; J. R. Woodson, Louisville, 
Ky.: Frank McElroy, Jr., Lockhart, Texas; 
Wm. Lowry Walker, Mt. Pleasant, Tenn.; 
E. O. Harrell, Denton, Texas; Claude G. 
Pepper, Jr., Pinetops, N. C.; W. Arnold 
Pate, Richmond, Va.; John E. Talmage, 
Richmond, Va.; Robt. J. McMullen, Jr., 
Slab Fork, W. Va.; J. Walter Dickson, Jr. 
Belmont, N. C.; Walter Swetnam, Amite, 
La.; Jas. S. Albertson, Bethesda, Md.; 
Burton M. Sherrod, Jackson, Ky.; Mason 
B. Tate, Dublin, Va.; Fred V. Poag, 
Columbia, S. C.;: Walter H. Goodman, Jr., 
Beulaville, N. C.; Jesse R. Hutcheson, 
Charlotte C. H., Va.; Graham Gilmer, 
Lynchburg, Va.; W. R. Buhler, Graham, 
~, ©, 


Ruling Elders: W. B. Cook, Trenton, 
Tenn.; R. B. Hunter, Richmond, Va.; J. 
B. Hudgins, Toccoa, Ga.; John Brown, Jr., 
Miami, Fla.; Freeman H. Hart, Gaines- 
ville, Fla.; F. C. Gilkeson, Fairfield, Va.; 
Chas. H. Gartrell, Ashland, Ky.; B. D. 
Williams. Rocky Mount, N. C.; J. Belton 
Duncan, Haskell, Texas; Harry D. Crews, 
Hugo, Okla.; L. W. Gorton, Shreveport, 
La.; Harry D. Perkins, Independence, 
Ky.; W. P. Williams, Brookneal, Va.; 
Wm. Campbell, Fairfield, Ala.; K. K. 
Dysart, Taft, Tenn.; J. H. Ashworth, 
Fayetteville, N. C.; J. R. Lucy, Parma, Mo 
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their constituencies with the program and 
achievements of the United Nations. 

3. That the General Assembly engage 
in prayer for the United Nations and for 
the cessation of armed conflict in the 
world. 


The Christian Relations Council is 
asking the Assembly to commend its re- 
port ‘to the churches for use by both 
ministers and laymen; and to those pre- 
paring study materials for the men, 
women and young people of the church.” 


Signers Appeal for Restraint 


An invitation to join in signing an appeal to conduct the ensuing debate on Pres- 
byterian reunion on “a high spiritual plane and kept free from personalities. from 
bitterness, and from attributing to cthers motives less worthy than our own" has at- 


tracted 117 signatures (through May 16). 


This proposal, advanced by the Assembly's retiring Moderator, William A. Alex- 
ander, was, he said, patterned on a similar agreement signed in 1947 in connection 
with the debate on the continuing membership of the church in the Federal Council 


of Churches. 


Dr. Alexander said that he had observed wide differences of opinion on this subject 


during his moderatorial travels. 


“In some instances,’ he said, ‘‘there seem to be 


evident feelings less than the love and fellowship to be expected among Christians.” 
What is mcst greatly needed, in his judgment, is an “upsurging of Christian love 
in our hearts until there is the conviction that nothing can come between us as 


children of our heavenly Father.” 


The invitation to sign, he said, went to members of boards, permanent committees, 


and a few others in official capacity. 


The text of the statement follows: 


PLEDGE AND COVENANT 


We, the undersigned ministers and lay- 
members of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States, being profoundly con- 
cerned that the wide differences of view- 
point which exist among us with respect 
to the question of church union or re- 
union shall not lead to ill-will and bitter- 
ness; to the disruption of the regular pro- 
gram of our church in the vita'ly impor- 
tant fields of Evangelism, Christian Edu- 
cation, Missions, etc.; or to a departure 
from our doctrinal or governmental heri- 
tage as Presbyterians; hereby pledge our- 
selves, so far as in us lies, to conduct our 
discussion of these issues in a spirit of 
fairness, of mutual esteem, and of broth- 
erly love, recognizing individually our lack 
of wisdom and thus the possibility that 
we may be mistaken in our personal judg- 
ments and conclusions, and realizing that 
in spite of our differences we are united 


MINISTERS 


Ren R. Lacy, Jr. 
L. T. Lawrence 
Edward G. Lilly 


W. A. Alexander 
Wallace M. Alston 
Frank P. Anderson 


by our common love tor our Lord Jesus 
Christ and our common loyalty to his 
church. 


At the same time, we would earnestly 
call upon all chureh courts, church pub- 
lications, and other groups which debate 
these questions, to see that their discus- 
sions are upon a high spiritual plane and 
kept free from personalities, from bitter- 
ness, and from attributing to others mo- 
tives less worthy than our own. 


We also covenant with one another to 
pray for each other and for our beloved 
church, seeking that by the leadership of 
the Spirit the matters before us may be 
settled in accordance with the will of our 
heavenly Father, and thus to the honor 
of Christ, the great Head of the Church. 
We call upon all others of like mind to 
join us in this prayer. 
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W. H. McCord 
Miss Janie W. 


Julian R. Alford 
Linton E. Allen 
Cc. W. Bailey 


John F. Anderson, Jr. 


James E. Bear 

W. A. Benfield, Jr. 
Andrew R. Bird, Jr. 
Marion A. Boggs 

R. A. Bolling 
Aubrey N. Brown 
F. C. Brown 

Wm. C. Brown 


Vernon §S. Broyles, Jr. 


Frank H. Caldwell 
Lloyd Courtney 

R. McFerran Crowe 
C. Grier Davis 
John W. Davis 
Henry B. Dendy 
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A. W. Dick 

Henry Wade DuBose 
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P. Jeff Garrison, Jr. 
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D. R. Greenhoe 
Sam —. Hay 

B. S. Hodges, Jr. 

C. J. Hollandsworth 
Thos. P. Johnston 
Jas. A. Jones 
Albert J. Kissling: 


R. Matthew Lynn 
Frank Alfred Mathes 
C. J. Matthews 

W. L. McColgan 
James I. McCord 

W. T. McElroy 

J. R. McGregor 
Emmett B. McGukin 
P. D. Miller 

J.J. Murray 

Stuart R. Oglesby 
J.G. Patton, Jr. 

W. E. Phifer, Jr. 
Harmon B. Ramsey 
John A. Redhead, Jr. 
J. McDowell Richards 
John R. Richardson 
Wm. C. Robinson, Sr. 
Wm. C. Robinson, Jr. 
E. C. Scott 

Archie C. Smith 
James Sprunt 

David L. Stitt 

Frank M. Taylor 

H. Kerr Taylor 

J. N. Thomes 

Ernest T. Thompson 
George H. Vick 
William B. Ward 
Mare C. Weersing 

C. H. Williams 

E. D. Witherspoon 

T. K. Young 


L. Nelson Bell 
Mrs. Tate Bird 
Geo. D. Bowles 
Mrs. Francis J. Brooke, 
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Mrs. H. Dockery Brown 

Chas. B. Castner 

Mrs. A. R. (Mary B.) 
Craig 

Mrs, F. R. Crawford 

Chas. J. Currie 

Miss Louise A. David- 
son 

J. E. Faucette 

R. A. Farnsworth 

David Givens 

Mrs. H. D. Habervan 

W. Edwin Hemphill 

R. A. Huie 

W. H. Jack 

F. L. Jackson 
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Mrs. R. G. Martin 

T. H. Mitchell 

D. T. Moore 

John L. Morrison 

J. R. McCain 
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Mrs. John W. 


M. P. Nicol 

W. J. O'Callaghan, Jr. 

Jack L. Oliver 

Dr. Norman G. Patter- 
son 

Miss Charlotte 
Persinger 

Mrs. Norwood M. 
Phelps 

W. E. Price 

Everett L. Repass 

Turner Rice 

W. C. B. Shaaber 

Wm. A. L. Sibley 

T. H. Stukes 

Arch B. Taylor 

Mrs. J. Percy Terrell 

Mrs, Walter N. 
Trulock, Jr. 

T. E. Veitch 

Mrs. J. G. Walker 

Mrs. John P. Walker 

John L. Wellford 

George H, Wright 
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EDITORIAL 














Salute to the Guerrants 


A good many people who are in a po- 
sition to know will tell you that no more 
impressive gains have been made any- 
where in our church than at Austin Col- 
lege at Sherman, Texas, during the ad- 
ministration of President W. B. Guer- 
rant, whose resignation was reported here 
last week. 

These informed observers will point 
you to a student body that has more than 
doubled in numbers, a greatly enlarged 
and strengthened faculty, major building 
additions, the complete liquidation of in- 
debtedness of several hundred thousand 
dollars which he faced, capital assets that 
have almost doubled and so on. 

But more striking than these, they will 
tell you, and perhaps explanatory of such 
an impressive list, is the cordial relation- 
ship between students, faculty, Sherman 
citizens, the Presbyterians of Texas and 
the administration. 

Tabulating such an impressive list, 
Mr. C. S. Roberts, Sr., the veteran board 
member and chairman of the executive 
committee, puts its quite frankly when 
he says, ‘“‘No man connected with Austin 
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GUERRANT: At least 42 guns. 


College at any time has done more for it 
than has Dr. Guerrant.” 

Were it not for his insistence that for 
reasons of health he be permitted to re- 
sign, these admirers would hold him to 
the helm. 

Dr. Guerrant went to the college from 
the Bachman Memorial School and Home 
at Farner, Tenn., where he had been the 
superintendent from 1935 to 1939. 
Earlier service had seen him as pastor in 
Guerrant (same name), Ky., superin- 
tendent of Highland Institute 1918-27; 
president of Stonewall Jackson College, 
Abingdon, Va., 1927-30; college pastor 
and instructor in Bible at Lincoln Me- 
morial University, Harrogate, Tenn., 
from 1930 to 1935. So his experience 
with institutions had already been wide 
and long. Austin College reaped the 
harvest from his wisdom and his past 
service, first as professor of philosophy 
and religion for four years and for the 
past ten years as president. 

He has received about all the honors 
and recognition that church and educa- 
‘ional groups can bestow upon him, and as 
he has gone modestly and self-effacingly 
about his demanding tasks he has left 
a trail of friends, supporters and admir- 
ers. He and Mrs. Guerrant have made a 
firm place for themselves in the affections 
of the people among whom they have 
served. 

As the Guerrants step down from the 
demanding place which they have oc- 
cupied and take up less strenuous tasks, 
we move they be given a 42-gun salute, 
because if 21-guns is right for a national 
President, then a college president who 
has served so well ought to rate at least 
42. 

e 
IN TIMES like the present, men should 
utter nothing for which they would not 
willingly be responsible through time and 
eternitv.—ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


On Per Capita Comparisons 


A recent correspondent argued in these 
columns against Presbyterian reunion on 
the ground that Southern Presbyterians 
give an average of $13.41 per member to 
benevolences while members of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, give an average of 
less than $9.00 per member. Opponents 
of reunion have made a great deal of this 
difference in per capita giving. Common 
sense, they say, or sound business in- 
stinct, would warn us against reunion 
under such conditions. 

For the purposes of this discussion, let 
us assume that the per capita figures as 
claimed are correct, though we are not at 
al] sure they are. (We are also wonder- 
ing if the opponents of reunion who use 
this argument would be willing to see it 
come if the figures were reversed.) 

The same logic would suggest that we 
cut adrift all presbyteries and all synods 
in the Presbyterian Church, U.S., (ap- 
proximately half) that fall below this 
general average; and that our congrega- 
tions refuse to admit additional members 
who are unable to pay $13.41 for each 
member of their family into the be- 
nevolent funds of our church. If it is 
absurd to suggest cutting off maybe eight 
of our present synods which fail to meas- 
ure up to the average in benevolent giv- 
ing, it is equally absurd to decline to re- 
ceive the 38 USA synods because, as a 
group, they fall below that average. If 
it is absurd to suggest that a congrega- 
tion refuse to accept a member whose 
family cannot average $13.41 for be- 
nevolences, it is equally absurd to refuse 
to welcome the two and a half million 
USA Presbyterians because collectively 
they fall below that average. 

On a purely business basis it might 
be worthwhile to consider the total giving 
to benevolences of the USA Presbyterian 
Church. Its members may not give as 
much per capita, but tiey give far more 
in the aggregate—moic to foreign mis- 
sions, more to church extension, far more 
to the endowment and suppcert of their 
various institutions. A business man 
would prefer to clear $9.00 each on the 
sale of two and a half million items than 
to make $13.00 each on the sale of 700,- 
000 items. Two and a half million 
USA members giving an average of less 
than $9.00 for benevolences are worth 
more in a business sense than 700,000 
U.S. members giving an average of more 
than $13.00 per member. It would be 
good business for us to unite with the 
USA Church on the basis of its present 
giving—to say nothing of the pctential 
giving of its two and a half million mem- 
bers which our claimed higher per capita 
giving might possibly stimulate. 

Why does the USA Church give less 
on the average to benevolences than does 
the U.S. Church? We do not claim to 
know the answer to that question. It 
may be because our members are natu- 
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rally more generous or have been better 
trained in stewardship, in which case we 
should rejoice to share what we have 
learned, glad that with our lesser num- 
bers, and with our institutions less ade- 
quately endowed, there is something we 
can give as well as much that we can 
receive. On the other hand, it may be 
because Southern Presbyterians have 
greater per capita wealth. Our church 
has not been notably successful in reach- 
ing the less privileged members of so- 
cietv—we have left that in large measure 
to the Southern Baptists (whose per capita 
giving is approximately one-third of our 
own) and more recently to the newer 
sects. Perhaps the USA Church has 
been more successful in preaching the 
gospel to all people—including the poor. 
In which case there is something we might 
learn from it. 





Jesus Christ did not measure a man’s 
worth to the church by the amount he 
was able to give to the benevolent causes 


of the church. He said that the poor 
widow had “put in more than all those 
who are contributing to the treasury.” 

On another occasion he told a parable 
“to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous and despised others.” 
Said he: 

“Two men went up into the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector. The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, ‘God I 
thank thee that I am not like other men 

. or even like this tax collector. I fast 
twice a week, I give tithes of all that I 
get.’ But the tax collector standing far 
off would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God 
be merciful to me a sinner.’ I tell you,” 
said Jesus, “this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other; for 
everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but he who humbles himself will 
be exalted.”” (Lk 18:9-14) 

As we ponder this parable it occurs to 
us that arguments for and against Pres- 
byterian reunion on the ground of per 
capita giving to benevolences are sadly 
out of place. 





WHEN IS PRESBYTERIANISM AN ISM? 





By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


The grace that comes through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the love that is of 
God the Father, and the fellowship 
that is ours in the Holy Spirit be with 
you all!—II Corinthians 13:13. 


USEFUL course for ministers, pres- 

ent or prospective, is a study of the 
“isms” which are encountered in and out 
of the church nowadays. One chief dif- 
ficulty with such a course is that it is 
hard to make a selection of Isms small 
enough to be studied in one semester. 
Some Isms are Biblical, some cultural; 
that is, some claim to be Christian and 
stem from one-sided or mistaken inter- 
pretations of the Bible and can properly 
be called heresies. Others set themselves 
up, in effect, as substitutes for religion 
or as alternative religions. Some Isms 
produce organized sects and are propa- 
gated by them. Some are diffused through 
the population without benefit of organ- 
ization. 

Another preliminary problem is this: 
When is a sect not a sect? What is the 
difference between a sect and a denom- 
ination? When is an Ism an Ism and 
not simply a legitimate point of view? 
Can Presbyterianism become, or is it by 
nature, an Ism? On this last point some 
observations may be in order. 

Presbyterianism can be, and sometimes 
is, an Ism in the undesirable sense. It 
can be an Ism when it views its present 
form of existence as the final and de- 
finitive one, when it considers that there 
is no direction to go from here but down, 
when it resists change of any sort; in 
short, when it identifies its relative ex- 
cellence with absolute perfection. It is 
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not an Ism when it regards itself as not 
perfect but perfectible—though very like- 
ly not completely so in this world. It is 
an Ism when it resents all criticism and 
head-hunts the critics within or without 
the church. 

It is not an Ism when it encourages 
and heeds constructive criticism and is 
willing to change in the direction of 
ideals yet unattained. 


ORE PARTICULARLY, Presby- 
terianism can be an Ism when it 
claims absolute finality for its doctrine. 
When a Calvinistic theologian writes of 
the “Arminian in the heart of each of 
us” meaning the ‘old Adam” in our 
hearts, thus identifying another system 
of doctrine with original sin—he is writ- 
ing as a sectarian, not as a Christian. 
Presbyterianism can be an Ism when it 
refuses even to listen to Christian teachers 
from other branches of the church, larger 
or smaller; when it denounces labors and 
achievements of other than Presbyterian 
Christians on the ground that they were 
not Presbyterian. Presbyterianism is not 
an Ism when, however firmly it may 
stand by its own insights, it is still gen- 
erous enough to admit that the Holy 
Spirit may have spoken to others besides 
ourselves, that all wisdom did not reside 
in the founding fathers, that our view is 
still a point of view and not a precise 
transcript of God’s mind. 
Presbyterianism can be an Ism when 
it overemphasizes some phase of truth. 
One characteristic of the “sect” is that 
it tends to pick out some relatively minor 
point of doctrine or practice and elevate 
this into a rigid test of orthodoxy or or- 
thopraxy. Presbyterianism resists the 


temptation to be a sect when it stresses 
the basic Christian doctrines, puts the 
emphasis where our Lord and his Apos- 
tles put it. It is an Ism when it lays 
greatest emphasis on doctrines which are 
least understood and most disputed. 


RESBYTERIANISM can_ become 

an Ism when it thinks of its own 
kind of religious experience and its own 
methods of religious observance as not 
only normal but normative. In the past, 
at least two sects which later grew to the 
stature of churches and which have done 
great good around the world, originated 
in the Presbyterian church. But the 
Presbyterian authorities of those days, 
not recognizing the work of the Spirit 
in ways that were strange, cut off from 
their membership those who had these 
unrecognized experiences and followed 
these unconventional practices; and the 
church suffered accordingly. 


The penalty for failure to recognize 
the living Spirit in new forms is a loss 
of vitality. 

Presbyterianism can be an Ism when 
it becomes ingrown; when it discourages 
its young men from studying outside the 
shelter of the church, when its ministry 
tends to be an interlocking directorate; 
when it will not sing from other denom- 
inations’ hymnals nor read other denom- 
inations’ books nor learn at all from other 
varieties of Christians. Presbyterianism 
is nct an Ism when, without giving up its 
duty to “test every spirit” and without 
welcoming or perpetuating every novel ec- 
centricity, it stil] has the sympathetic 
insight to perceive the workings of the 
Holy Spirit in experiences and observ- 
ances which are not average and usual. 

Presbyterianism can be an Ism when 
it ignores Christian history, when it too 
quickly identifies itself as “the” Scrip- 
tural church without realizing how much, 
both in its doctrine and practice, is the 
growth of long centuries. It is no Ism 
when it recognizes the historical condi- 
tioning of all life, including the life of 
the church, and yet finds in that condi- 
tioning the marks of God at work leading 
his people onward. 

Presbyterianism can be an Ism when 
it cuts itself off from culture. Not that 
it ought to be blown about by every wind 
of doctrine, nor to expect the World to 
speak with the voice of God; not that it 
should forget that there can be no truce 
between Christianity and secularism. But 
when it ignores or condemns all that mod- 
ern man has done and discovered, when it 
identifies some period of the past (as 
for instance the Agricultural Age) with 
the Golden Age, whenever its educational 
institutions do not educate but only train 
students in discredited prejudices, when 
it preserves the ignorance of yesterday as 
though it were a sacred thing, then what 
should be a living part of Christ’s free 
people has become a fossilized Im. —> 


15 








mM?" OF ALL, Presbyterianism is 
an Ism when it cuts off fellowship 
with other Christian churches, or defines 
Christianity so narrowly that hardly any 
other church but itself can qualify. Pres- 
byterianism that fears or suspects co-op- 
eration, that hates the word and the idea 
“ecumenical,” that will attack even other 
branches of Presbyterianism as apostate 
—such Presbyterianism is no better than 
a sect. Presbyterians are true to their 
own genius as expressed in their history 
and standards when they send as the mes- 
sage of their hearts to all men everywhere 
that benediction of the Apostle we like to 
think of as Presbyterian: 
“Grace be with all those who sin- 


cerely love our Lord, Jesus Christ.” 
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Legislators Have 
Few Results to Show 


South Carolina News Letter 

A summary of the work of this year’s 
state assembly will probably show it to 
have been a slow and ineffective legisla- 
tive body. Few important actions have 
been taken, through needed capital im- 
provements for schools and menta] insti- 
tutions have been provided for in the 
surplus finance bill. A number of bills 
containing desirable social legislation— 
a marriage bill, juvenile-domestic rela- 
tions bill, constitutional convention bill 
and others—were allowed to die in com- 
mittees. It is anticipated that a special 
session of the legislature will be called 
if the U. S. Supreme Court hands dewn 
an “adverse decision” in the Clarendon 
school sezregaticn case. 


Episcopalians Open Way 
To Admit Negro Churches 
The last Episcopal diocese in the U. S. 
to open the way to receive Negro congre- 
gations has now taken this step. Meeting 
in Cheraw late in April, the lower South 
Carolina diocese, presided over by Bishop 
T. R. Carruthers, a constructive and fer- 
ward-looking leader, voted to approve 
such action. The upper South Carolina 
diocese is to name a successor to Bishop 
Gravatt, now retiring, this month. 
Evangelistic Results 
Reported High for Year 
Preliminary figures indicate that the 
presbyteries of South Carolina have 





A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Military Training for 


Clinton, S. C. 


e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
e Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
Reserve Commissions 
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Marshall W. Brown, President 
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Christian emphasis. Educational Excellence. Friendly personal attention. Tests and 
guidance. College, Business Administration, Preparatory. Member Southern Association 


Apartments for married students. 
Preparatory Summer School begins June 8, 1953. 
Collegiate Summer School begins June 15, 1953. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE, Box 38R, Maxton, North Carolina 


Veterans of Korea. 








social development of its students. 
Women boarding students, 
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A fully accredited college with a program planned for the academic, religious, and 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees 
Men and women day students. 
CHARLTON C. JERNIGAN, Ph.D., President 
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marked up a banner year in evangelism 
as a result of the united period last fall. 
Signs also point to a marked increase in 
contributions. Meanwhile the united 
Methodist effort early this month is con- 
tributing large increases to that body. 
South Carolina ministers recently helped 
in a joint effort in eastern North Caro- 
lina and now those neighboring ministers 
have returned the favor. 


Miscellany 


Charles M. Jones, formerly of Chapel 
Hill, N. C., was guest speaker at the 
recent “Human Relations Institute” in 
Columbia. He also spoke at Olympia 
High School and Allen University, going 
on to the state Y-Teen conference in 
Charleston. . . . Bethel Presbytery’s min- 
isters were recently led in an all-day 
seminar on pastora] counseling by Union 
Seminary’s Wm. B. Oglesby. Now they 
are asking for a similar day next fall. 
.. . In the Aiken H-Bomb area the Pres- 
byterian Church is faced with a difficult 
problem in providing church facilities 
for residents and the many visitors. The 
Aiken sanctuary seats 200 people, the 
membership is double that number, and 
numerous visitors want to attend the 
church. Luke Goodwin and Russell W. 
Park are doing their best to cope with 
this and related problems. 

Frep A. HopKINs. 
York. 


Mary Baldwin President 
Elected U. T. S. Professor 


President Frank Bell Lewis of Mary 
Baldwin College has been elected to the 
chair of Christian ethics in Union Theg- 
logical Seminary in Virginia. If he 
accepts, Dr. Lewis will succeed the late 
W. McIlwaine Thompson in that posi- 
tion. 

The professor-elect has been president 
of Mary Baldwin since 1947. 

In addition to this action by the sem- 
inary’s trustees at the recent commence- 
ment, the board set aside $150,000 con- 
tributed through the Mid-Century De- 
velopment Fund Compaign to endow the 
Ben R. Lacy, Jr., chair of preaching, in 
honor of the institution’s president. Dr. 
Lacy served for many years as professor 
of homiletics, which title is now held by 
Robert W. Kirkpatrick. 

J. Howard Macrae, assistant profes- 
sor of Hebrew and Greek was named 
registrar to succeed James E. Bear, the 
professor of missions who has carried on 
this additional responsibility. 

Forty seniors received the Bachelor of 
Divinity degree and two received di- 
plomas. Six men completed the special 
course of study. Two members of the 
graduating class will become chaplains 
in the armed forces and two will go as 
missionaries to the Belgian Congo. 
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C A M P U S N E W ~ Gould of Carleton College, Minn. 
TRINITY UNIVERSITY, May 31-June 1: 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS (1) J. Hoytt Boles, U.S.A. Synod of RLACL 0. 
: A Texas’ executive; 5 ; i 
NOTE: (1) baccalaureate preacher; - (2) Thos B. Slick, Owned by the Presbyterians of 
(2) commencement speaker; (3) other Southwest Research Institute. ae coverth Carolina | 
Z 2 94.98 - unior College combined with th 
speaker.) . pv raga 24-25: (1) John last two years of preparatory school for 
‘FENS sE " " " . Anderson, Jr., Dallas; (2) V. C. Arn- girls who wish to complete high school 
QUFENS COLLEGE, May 30-June 1: (1) ‘ E , d : , : work in a college atmosphere. Accredit- 
Chas. E. S. Kraemer, Charlotte, N. c.; %Piser, Encyclopae ia Britannica Films; od. Transfer or terminal programs of- 
2) President D - (3) Thos. W. Currie, Jr., Dallas. ates 
(2) l nt oak S Campbell, Florida ' LIBERAL ARTS HOME ECONOMICS 
State University; (3) Archibald Rut- BELHAVEN. May 31-June.1: (1) Wm. F. a PRE-NURSING 
9 ‘ . T : ART 
ledge, poet laureate of S. C. Mansell, Vicksburg; (2) U. S. Senator Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 
SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS, May 31- John C. Stennis; (3) Van M. Arnold, tural, and social activities. For catalog 
June 2: (1) J. Chester Frist, Mobile, Greenwood, Miss pet 
| é: ie § rist, Mobile, 4 ’ . WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
Ala.; (2) President Laurence McK. WesTMINSTER (Mo.), May 31-June 1: Raleigh, N. C. 
1 
1 
y 
1 
y 
These have been 
graduated 
It But the task is not done; forth- 
. coming generations of students await 
“s the opportunity these have had to pre- 
om pare themselves for service. This 
d opportunity may be denied them, how- 
" ever, if no one encourages them to go 
a to college. Some of them will not be 
h able to go without financial help. 
—making a scholarship gift to one of our colleges listed below. 
: —dgiving direct scholarship aid to a worthy young person in 
ry your congregation who wishes to attend one of our Presby- 
he terian colleges. 
‘O- — e is a 
Z. —organizing a scholarship fund in your local church to aid 
te your own youth. 
si- e — ° 
—making a grant to the Board of Christian Education's 
al Student Loan Fund. 
Senior Colleges President Location 
m- Agnes Scott Decatur, Ga. 
my Arkansas we 3atesville, Ark. 
LC Oe eee ee ee osuceet. Be Ga Sherman, Texas 
yn- Belhaven cocee GG. T. Gl cia cimlblcn cae eewe eae Jackson, Miss. 
cena eka eee ents s bene Oe ; , a re Danville, Ky. 
Je- Davidson é Davidson, N. C. 
rhe Tei SOE TRIM. 2.5 cwccccccces re Elkins, W. Va. 
1€ Flora Macdonald .............-.-Marshall Woodson ...Red Springs, N. C. 
in Hampden-Sydney9 ......-eeevees Edgar G. Gammon....... . Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
ae wine Ga eee a ame Wee: ee R. T. Us LAstOm...cccecscss Bristol, Tenn. 
Dr. BEOrey TMIBWIG 2.cccccccsvvesseses Frank B. Lewi.......sccccces ..Staunton, Va. 
: I Sc WEi oie Web as ewe eenin sia D. TE. BRCTPOROF. 2 occ ce eccccnces Montreat, N. C. 
Sor gn. errr ee ee Marshall W. Brown. ........ee-. Clinton, S. C. 
by Queens ...ccceccce hindi ott - Chariton C. Jernigan...........- Charlotte, N. C. 
: BOMLRWOStOER .cccccccoccesesses Peyton N. Rhodes...........+<-+:. Memphis, Tenn. 
DN cidegnicesdeewnceaeeses Gam Burney Hay... ...cccccccces Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
WOMETREMRCEE. ccccccccccscasvcues William W. Hall... .wcccccccccces Fulton, Mo. 
es- 
Junior Colleges 
1ed ee IE go odie. . 0c ernie 4.¥arevece Robert G.. LanGelt <<... ic ccccc asic cd Jackson, Ky. 
RD ~ 6 6 Sain & 44:4. 6.0 44-0 906 816m Pletcher MelGOM. ... ccccccssccecs Banner Elk, N. C. 
the NS eer ee re John Montgomery ..............Statesville, N. C. 
on IT ae ei i ale a ak eat al William. C. Preaely....ccsscccene Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior ...........-Louis C. LaMotte...........+... Maxton, N. C. 
Schreiner Institute ......... coc cHPew WEIMETON .... 22 c ss ceewe Kerrville, Tex. 
: Theological Seminaries 
ol Avastin TROGIGBIGRL ....000605555 oe ee .... Metin, Tex. 
li- Columbia Theological ....... I: MeDowell Richards... : .Decatur, Ga. 
; Louisville Theological .......... Week BE. CoG Wele « o.icccc-cos000% Louisville, Ky. 
~jal Union Theelomieal ..... 2.6.6... Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr... ; ...Richmond, Va. 
the Assembly’s Training School.. H Vade DuBose....... ...Riehmond, Va. 
ins 
as PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 
' P. O. Box 1176 Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary Richmond 9, Virginia 
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IN LUVING MEMURY 


To perpetuate the memory of loved ones who have gone on, or the 
Christian influence of persons still living, over 250 Memorial Funds 
have been established with the Board of World Missions, each fund set 
up individually according to the exact wishes and restrictions of the 
donor. 

These Memorial Funds are carefully and conservatively administered by 
the members of the Board of World Missions who serve as your agents 
in carrying out the provisions of your gift. Permanent funds may be 
started with a small amount and additional deposits made from time to 
time as convenient. Memorial Funds enable this Board to enlarge its 
service in foreign lands. 

For full information about Memorials, and for assistance in establishing 


one according to your desires, you are invited to write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoaRD oF WORLD MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


“To Forergu MUSss10n$ a Share’ 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 





(1) Westminster President Wm. W. 
Hall; (2) Louis H. Evans, Presbyterian, 
USA, Minister-at-Large. 

ARKANSAS, May 24-25: (1) Marion A. 
Boggs, Little Rock; 2) Brooks Hays, 
U. S. House of Representatives; (3) 
Chester Crawford, Bartlesville, Okla. 

SCHREINER INSTITUTE, May 24-26; (1) 
Henry W. Quinius, San Antonio; (2) 
Dean Emeritus W. G. Martin, recognizing 
25 years service to Schreiner. 

RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE SCHOOL, May 


24-25: (1) President Emeritus J. R. Me- 


Cain, Agnes Scott College; (2) P. D. 
Miller, Atlanta. 

MARYVILLE, May 17-20: (1) President 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Maryville; (2) 
President Frank H. Caldwell, Louisville 
Seminary; (3) Donald A. Spencer, Chat- 
tanooga. 

HONORARY DEGREES 

MARYVILLE: Frank H. Caldwell, Louis- 
ville Seminary; Robt. O. Franklin, 
former missionary to Thailand, D. D. 

ARKANSAS: J. Russell Cross, Conway, 
Ark., D. D.; Professor Frank H. Harrin, 
Arkansas College, Doctor of Education. 

Austin: John F. Anderson, Jr., Thomas 
W. Currie, Jr., Dallas, D. D.; V. C. Arn- 
spiger, Chicago, LL. D.; Arthur E. 
Southon, Bristol, England, Litt. D. 

Trinity: Thomas B. Slick, J. Hoytt 
Boles. 

SOUTHWESTERN: Wm. F. Mansell, Vicks- 
burg, Miss., and Harry B. Wade, Hunts- 
ville, Ala., D. D.; Helen Bridger Gordon, 
Dean of Women, LSU and Kirby P. 
Walker, Supt. of Schools, Jackson, Miss., 
Doctor of Education; John Osman, Mem- 
phis and Chicago, Doctor of Fine Arts; 
Laurence McK. Gould, Carleton College, 
and Donald Henning, Calvary church, 
Memphis, L. H. D. 

CENTRE: Lemuel R. Boulware, General 
Electric Co., and Chas. W. Allen, Sr., 
Louisville, Ky., L. H. D.; G. Dewey Kim- 
bel, Bossier City, La., D.D.; Robt. G. 
MeMurtry, Harrowgate, Tenn., Litt. D. 

LEES JUNIOR COLLEGE, May 31-June 5: 
(1) Wm. C. Brown, Glomawr, Ky.; (2) 
W. S. Webb, former head of physics de- 
partment, University of Kentucky. 


aoe A 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


mm Church Furniture - Stoles 

= Embroideries - Vestments 

==> Hangings - Communion 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


A 
CATALOG ON REQUEST \ 


{National cue sooes 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7 PA 


rl nbreakable moulded 
to loo\ like glass. Light 


weight. noise free. Keo 


nomical. Standard height 


} | Order from vour dealer 

| \- BE SPECIAL OFFER 
: / Mail 81.00 for trial lot of 
Sudbaiy one dozen sent postpaid. 
BRASS GOODS “CB. 95 Sudbury St., Boston 14, Mass 
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low this new version of the Bible 


can change your lite 


Your present Bible, most likely, is 
the King James Version... translated 
342 years ago, and filled with expres- 
sions that are confusing to us today. 
Too often, therefore, it lies in your 
home—respected, but neglected. 


Now at last you can own a Bible 
written in living language . . . so 
clear and powerful you will find your- 
self turning to it regularly—enjoy- 
ing all the help and stimulation that 
God’s Word offers in these troubled 
times. It can literally change your 
life, bring you greater peace of mind. 

This new version is an authorized 
Bible, more faithful to the earliest 
known manuscripts than any other 
version. 


Newest Version 


Really Our Oldest 


In the 342 years since the King 


James Version was 


published, 






Bound in 


handsome maroon 


buckram, $600 
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dramatic discoveries of old docu- 
ments have shed new light on the 
Scriptures. Based on these au- 
thoritative manuscripts—some 
more ancient than any previously 
known—the RSV is in a sense our 
oldest Bible. And it is far more 
accurate and easier to understand. 





Easier to Read 


Ninety-one Bible scholars cooper- 
ated in the fourteen-year-long labor 
to recover the full meaning of the 
Bible. They preserved the timeless 
beauty of the King James Version, 
but freed the Bible from outdated 
expressions that make it difficult to 
read. 


Did you know, for instance, that 
in King James’ time “by and 
by” meant immediately? That 
a man’s “conversation” meant 
his conduct? That “to suffer” 
meant to allow? 


In the Revised Standard Ver 3ion, 







PERFECT GIFT 
FOR BRIDE, 
GRADUATE, 
LOVED ONE 


Sf, 


No gift could bring more lasting joy 
than the Word of Life in the living 
language of today: the Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Bible. Clearer and 
easier to read, it is ideal for young 
people—perfect for the couple start- 
ing their new life together, for the 
graduate whose future spreads bright 
before him... or for your child at the 
close of the Sunday School year. Let 
the RSV bring new spiritual riches to 
those you love. 








direct, understandable language 
makes the original meaning clear. 


Religious Leaders Praise It 


“For everyone seeking peace of 
mind, victory over fear, and a solu- 
tion of personal and social prob- 
lems, this version will be of great 
practical help,” says one nation- 
ally known religious figure. Another 
counsels, “Every Christian should 
possess this translation.” 


Here is a Bible so enjoyable you'll 
pick it up twice as often. Its clear 
simple language makes Bible read- 
ing a rewarding pleasure your whole 
family will want to share. As it 
strengthens your understanding of 
God’s Word, it will bring new spir- 
itual joy to you and your loved ones. 


Supplies of the genuine limp leather edition, individ- 
ually boxed, are now becoming available. $10.00. 


THOMAS 


ELSON & SONS 








No. 43 in a series on congregational singing 


How to Play Hymns 


By JAMES 
5. The Hymn Player Is Rhythmic 
(Continued from last week ) 


(4) Dynamic or stress accent is the im- 
portance given a certain note of the mel- 
ody by the application of tonal force, in 
other words, by increased volume. In 
good hymns most of the accented syl- 
lables coincide with the strong beats of 
the music, as in the first stanza of “‘ Jesus, 
Thou Joy of Loving Hearts”. Look, 
however, at the first measure of each of 
the succeeding stanzas of this same hymn. 
The speech accent falls not on the first 
but the second syllable. 

Stanza 1. Jesus, Thou Joy... 


Stanza 2. Thy truth unchanged... 
Stanza 3. We taste The... 

Stanza 4. Our restless spirits... 
Stanza 5. O Jesus, ever... 


This discrepancy between the metric 
(first in the measure) accent and the nor- 





For Immediate Service on ALL R.S.YV. Bibles 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK e 1N. 6th St. ¢ Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send me the following number of copies of the 
Revised Standard Version of the HOLY BIBLE 


______ Two-Volume Old Testament—$5.00 per set 


[ ] Check or Money Order enclosed 
20 


The Ideal Gift 


e June Graduates 
e June Brides and Grooms 


Buckram Edition $6.00 per copy (Complete Bible) 
Leather Edition—$10.00 per copy (Complete Bible) 


Matching New Testament—$2.50 per copy 


R. SYDNOR 


mal emphasis of intelligent reading can 
be offset by the pianist who applies a 
slight dynamic or stress accent to the 
second note of the first measure when 
stanzas 2-5 are being sung. This ex- 
ample shows how dynamic accent can 
make for intelligent singing, especially 
since syllabic accents vary greatly from 
stanza to stanza. 

For the sake of practice, it might be 
helpful in a few hymns to underline the 
accented syllables in all stanzas before 
playing them in a service. In such con- 
gregational accompaniment, however, be 
sure to give a sufficient amount of the uni- 
fying metric accent. 

(5) Cumulative accent falls upon a 
note when the preceding notes are ar- 
ranged in such a way as to give it em- 
phasis. 

The last phrase from the tune Dar- 
wall shows how the context has been ar- 


All editions (including leather) now available at 
The Outlook for immediate shipment. Order your 
copies at once. 


DETACH and MAIL, @ece ooo oe eee= — 


é 


ranged to throw an inevitable emphasis 
on the high D. The third phrase of the 
tune Lyons illustrates the same thing. 
The first two phrases of the familiar 
Doxology tune, Old Hundredth, get off 
with much more of a rhythmic spring as 
the reiterated G’s and B’s produce a mild 
cumulative accent on the second note of 
each phrase. In Goss’s tune, Benedic 
Anima Mea, the four B’s give quite an 
accumulation of rhythmic accent to the 
first high E. 

A careful study and use of these five 
kinds of accent in many hymns will en- 
able an organist or pianist to unfold the 
rhythmic nature of the music in a beau- 
tiful and compelling way. 

The word rhythm is derived from the 
Greek verb “rhein,” which means “to 
flow.” How apt a derivation, for the 
basis of all music is movement. 

An excellent pianist, for example, does 


-not move from chord to chord of the 


great Irish tune, St. Columba, in picket- 
fence fashion, but rather moves through 
these chords and along the melody to cer- 
tain chosen points of climax and repose. 
His music flows. In order to know 
where to move in a tune, the pianist 
shou'd know something about the ar- 
chitecture of the hymn tunes and some- 
thing about the shape of melodies within 
these tunes. 


Friends to Celebrate 100th 
Birthday of Dr. George 
Summey 


June 3 will be celebrated in the Third 
Church, New Orleans, La., as the 100th 
birthday of George Summey, widely 
known Southern Presyterian minister and 
one-time pastor of the Third Church. He 
was moderator of the 1925 General As- 
sembly. Each year the Assembly recog- 
nizes the Summey birthday, which fre- 
quently has come during its sessions, with 
appropriate greetings. 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schoois. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individuai stu- 
dent. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of Christian 
men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 
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Paul Champions Christian Liberty 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 14, 1953 
Acts 15:1-29; Galatians 1-2, Print Gal. 2:1-10, 19-21 


‘There are times when we all have to 
fight, not with our fists or with guns, 
but with words, ideas, attitudes or votes. 
Over and over again we must fight for 
freedom against bondage, for truth 
against error, for justice against injus- 
tice. In this struggle, the battle of words, 
the battle of ideas, the battle of votes, is 
just as important, often more so, than 
the battle fought with tanks and planes. 
This battle for truth, for freedom, for the 
right, this battle for the opinions of man- 
kind, this battle for right legislative de- 
cisions, is an unending one in which all 
of us must play a part. But there are 
critical periods when a decision will af- 
fect our whole future life and the lives 
of other people for generations to come. 

Paul had to fight a battle of this sort 
soon after he returned from his first mis- 
sionary journey to Antioch. 


I. What Caused the Fight 


Men came from the mother church in 
Jerusalem (we call them Judaizers) and 
told the members of the predominantly 
Gentile church in Antioch that it was not 
enough to believe in Jesus; that they 
could not be saved unless, in addition, 
they were circumcised and observed the 
other requirements of the Mosaic Law, 
those, for example, which regulated one’s 
movements on the Sabbath day, and the 
various dishes of which one could or 
could not partake. 

Paul and Barnabas opposed this no- 
tion with all the force of their being. 
They said that a man was saved not 
through attempted obedience to the Mo: 
saic Law or any other law, but through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

The Judaizers retorted, as some have 
continued to do ever since, that Paul's 
doctrine meant that a man was free to 
do as he pleased; that he could lie and 
cheat and take advantage of his fellow- 
man and still claim that he was saved 
simply because be believed in Jesus. 

Paul replied, No, emphatically not. 
Take my own case, he challenged, ‘For 
I through the law died to the law, that 
I might live to God.” In other words, 
he says that his experience convinced him 
that one can never become good by trying 
to measure up to a lot of rules and reg- 
ulations: he turned away from. this 
method, therefore, in order that he might 
live a life that was really acceptable to 
God. 

“T have been crucified with Christ,” 
he explains. Paul means that he has 
entered so sympathetically into Christ's 
experience that he has come ‘‘to share 
the motives, the purposes and the way 
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of life that led Jesus to the cross.” He 
tries to live now as Christ would have him 
live, and to do this not in his own 
strength but in that strength which only 
the living Christ can give. As Paul 
further explains: “It is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me; and 
the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.” I 
do not reject or nullify the grace of God 
in Jesus Christ. Paul concludes, for 
if one could become righteous in God’s 
sight through obedience to any code, then 
Christ would have died in vain. 

When children are young, parents lay 
down a great many rules and regula- 
tions. The children are too young to 
think, so the parents do the thinking for 
them. But as the children become older 
they begin to make their own decisions, 
they have to make them whether they 
wish to or not, for parents could not make 
rules that would tell the child what to do 
in every situation that arose even if they 
wanted to. As a matter of fact, all par- 
ents want their children to be wise 
enough, good enough and strong enough 
to make their own decisions and to make 
the right decisions. According to Paul, 
people will make the right moral deci- 
sions, will meet every situation in ac- 
cordance with God’s will only as they 
surrender heart and mind and will to 
Jesus Christ who loved us and gave him- 
self for us. In this case God’s own Spirit, 
the Holy Spirit, which is God in them, 
Christ in them, will guide them and en- 
able them to decide aright what the 
issue may be. When we fall short, as 
all of us frequently do, God will forgive 
us, because we have thus accepted the 
divine love and committed ourselves to 
the divine will as it is revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 


II, How the Fight Came Out 


As the Judaizing brethren were not 
convinced by Paul’s arguments, the 
church in Antioch appointed Paul and 
Barnabas to go to Jerusalem to discuss 
the matter thoroughly with the church 
and the apostles who were there and see 
if they could reach an agreement. Oth- 
erwise there would be a bad split—two 
groups in the church fighting each other, 
instead of fighting together for Christ 
and against the devil. 

So Paul and Barnabas went down to 
Jerusalem, met with the church, and 
began to tell them what had happened 
in Antioch, and how Gentiles who he- 
lieved in Jesus were flocking into the 
churches which they had founded on 


their recent missionary journey. Some of 
the Judaizers who were present raised an 
objection: “It is not enough for these 
Gentiles to believe in Jesus; they must 
also be circumcised, in accordance with 
the commandment given us by Moses.”’ 

We have two accounts of the events 
that followed, one by Paul in his letter 
to the Galatians, the other by Luke in 
Acts. Paul tells us about a private and 
preliminary conference which he held 
with the reputed leaders of the church. 
Luke describes the public meeting which 
was held sometime later. 

Paul tells us that he went up by reve- 
lation; in other words, because he became 
convinced that it was God’s will. He 
took with him not only Barnabas, who 
had accompanied him on his first mis- 
sionary journey, but also Titus, a Gen- 
tile, whom they had led to Christ. Some 
of the group insisted that Titus be cir- 
cumcised, before he was enrolled as a 
member of the church. Paul opposed 
this suggestion because, as we have seen, 
it meant the surrender of the gospel, the 
good news of salvation through Jesus 
Christ. He was upheld in this position 
by James, the brother of Jesus, and by 
Peter and John, who were the most in- 
fluential leaders in the early church. 
These five men exchanged the right hand 
of fellowship, and agreed among them- 
selves that Barnabas and Paul should 
carry on their work among the Gentiles, 
while Peter, James and John would con- 
tinue their labors among the Jews. 

The public meeting was convened some 
time later. All of the apostles were there, 
together with the elders of the mother 
church, and the representatives of the 
church in Antioch. Members of the con- 
gregation were also there and had a part 
in the final decision. 

After James opened the meeting there 
was a period of free debate in which the 
subject was discussed pro and con. At 
last Peter arose. Roman Catholics say that 
when Jesus died Peter became the head 
of the church, that he was Christ’s repre- 
sentative or vicar, and that the bishops of 
Rome, the popes, are his successors, in- 
fallible when they speak officially as head 
of the church, whom everyone in the 
church must obey. Peter was the lead- 
ing man in the church by the sheer force 
of his personality. But he wasn’t any 
pope. When he spoke the church weigh- 
ed his arguments and decided whether or 
not they would accept what he said. There 
are times when the church in Jerusalem 
called him to account (Acts 11:1-18); on 
one occasion Paul rebuked him to his 
face (Gal. 2:11-14). There is no evi- 
dence that he ever hecame bishop of 
Rome or that he ever claimed or pos- 
sessed any particular authority in the 
church, or that he ever sought to give such 
authority as he had to anyone else. 

On this occasion Peter reminded them 
that he had baptized Cornelius, a Gentile, 
and that the church did not require him 
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to accept the Mosaic Law; that all of 
these rules and regulations which the 
Judaizers insisted upon were hard enough 
even for the Jews to observe; and that 
it would be unwise to impose them upon 
the Gentiles; and that, after all, they 
believed that they were saved, not by ob- 
serving all these ancient customs, but by 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

The people were deeply impressed by 
the words of Peter and when Barnabas 
and Paul arose they listened in silence 
to the gripping tale they had to tell of 
how the Gentiles were pressing into the 
Kingdom and of the many wonderful 
things which God had enabled them to 
do. 

When they had finished, James arose 
and reminded the congregation that this 
movement which Peter had begun, which 
was now being carried on by Paul and 
Barnabas, had been foretold by the Old 
Testament prophets; that these far-see- 
ing men had looked forward to the time 
when not only Jews but all men every- 
where would know the one true God and 
would begin to live in accordance with 
his commandments. He proposed, there- 
fore, that Gentiles be not required to 
observe the Mosaic Law, but that they be 
asked voluntarily to refrain from doing 
certain things which were particularly 
obnoxious to the Jews, which would make 
it difficult for the two groups to sit down 
at the same table together—in particular, 
that they be asked to live clean, moral 
lives, and not to eat food which had been 
offered to idols, or meat which still had 
the blood in it. 

This last request seems a litt!e strange. 
We have to remember that the dietary 
laws of the Jews would not let them eat 
meat until all the blood had been drained 
out of it. The Lord’s Supper was ob- 
served at this time at the end of a com- 
mon meal, not during the church service 
as we do at the present time. If the Gen- 
tile Christians insisted on serving meat 
with the blood in it at these love feasts, 
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as they were called, then the Jewish 
Christians felt that were excluded. So 
James’ resolution asked the Gentile 
Christians to give up some of their priv- 
ileges, some of the things which did not 
seem very important to them, in order that 
Jewish Christians might not be offended, 
and that all Christians might sit down 
at a common table, particularly the table 
of the Lord. 

This seemed like a wise decision to the 
whole council. It was approved unan- 
imously and everyone apparently was 
satisfied. 


III, What the Fight Means to Us 


Historically, the Jerusalem Council 
determined that the Church of Jesus 
Christ would be a universal church, in- 
cluding men of every race and land. In 
addition, it made it clear that men are 
saved, not by obedience to any law, but 
by faith in Jesus Christ. No individual 
and no church has a right to add any- 
thing to that as an essential for salva- 
tion—any rite, any practice, or any doc- 
trine. No one today would think of say- 
ing that circumcision is necessary, or the 
ancient dietary laws of the Jews. It is 
more likely to be some form of baptism, 
or some theory of apostolic succession, or 
some particular doctrine of the atone- 
ment. Our denomination follows the 
apostolic example and makes the re- 
quirements for membership very simple. 
The heart of them is found in the two 
following questions: 

“Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, 
and do you receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation as he is offered in the 
gospel? 

Do you now resolve and promise in 
humble reliance upon the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to 
live as becometh the followers of Christ?” 


The Jerusalem Council also reveals 
how Christians should go about settling 
their differences. Listen carefully to 
both sides. Don’t surrender truth, but 
make compromises on non-essential points 
where it is necessary to preserve the peace. 
Be willing to give up some of your rights 
if love for your brother demands it. Re- 
member that we are saved by faith, but 
true faith in Jesus Christ is a faith that 
works through love. The ideal for us 


all must ever be: 
liberty 
things. 


Unity in essentials, 
in non-essentials, love in all 


Scripture quotations are from the Revised 
Standard Version. Lesson title and passage copy- 
righted by Division of Education, National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 





Dr. Thompson on 


RADIO 


Dr. Thompson’s current discussions of 
the Sunday school lesson are being broad- 
cast over the stations listed below, with 
new ones being added almost daily. If 
they are not reaching your area you may 
wish to encourage that this be done. Min- 
isters’ groups, councils of churches and 
others can arrange for this through local 
stations and through the Protestant Ra- 
dio Center, 712 Henry Grady Bldg., 
Atlanta 3, Ga. (See local papers, your 
Sunday church bulletin, or telephone sta- 
tions for broadcast time.) 


ALABAMA Thomasville WTNC 
Guntersville WGSV Burlington WBBB 
Troy WTBF Durham WTIK 
Dothan WDIG Hickory _ _WIRC 
Auburn WAUD Kings Mountain WKMT 
Tuskegee WTUS Asheville WSKY 
ee Winston-Salem WSJS 
ARKANSAS ‘ Wallace WLSE 
Batesville KBTA Asheboro WGWR 
Wilson WGTM 
FLORIDA Psp . 
Panama City WDLP Kinston WFTC 
Sanford WTRR SOUTH CAROLINA 
St. Augustine WFOY Rock Hill WRHI 
Clearwater WTAN Greenville WMRC 
Palatka WWPF Greenwood WCRS 
Sumter WFIG 
GEORGIA ic 
Atlanta wacGa) Marion WJAY 
Macon WMAZ OKLAHOMA 
Albany WGPC Hugo KIHN 
Winder WIMO 5 
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Waycross WACL Clarksville WJZM 
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KENTUCKY 
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Lexington WLEX Talat KTAE 
Glasgow WKAY aylor 4 
Maysville WFTM VIRGINIA 
Owensboro WOMI Norfolk WTAR 
Somerset WSFC ~ er ai 4 
Henderson WSON — hain dig 
ISSISSIPPI Orange WJMA 
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Grenads WNAG sristol wc 
Booneville WBIP Martinsville WMVA 


NORTH CAROLINA WEST VIRGINIA 
; WDNE 


Charlotte Wwsoc Elkins 

Siler City WNCA Bluefield WKOY 
Laurinburg WEWO Huntington WPLH 
Henderson WHNC Logan WLOG 
Dunn WCKB Ronceverte WRON 
Elkin WIFM Princeton WLOH 


Church bulletins should carry station and time 


of local broadcasts. 








WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 


by Joseph M. Gettys 


Stimulating, accurate, readable. 


and authentic guide for lay people. 


LEADER’S GUIDE, 35¢ 


Order now from your nearest Presbyterian Book Store. 


Price, $1.25 


Written as an interesting 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE COURSE OF EMPIRE. By 
Bernard DeVoto, with maps by Erwin 
Raisz. Houghton Mifflin Company, Bos- 
ton. 647 pp., $6.00. 

Critics generally have acclaimed the 
choice of Mr. DeVoto as the recipient of 
the 1953 National Book Award as the 
author of this, the best non-fiction book 
of the year. 





It describes in minute and careful 
detail and on a truly epic scale the ex- 
ploration of the American West and the 
struggle for ascendency within this vast 
area of five rival peoples—the Indians, 
the Spaniards, the French, the British, 
and the Americans, ending in the his- 
toric journey of Lewis and Clark up the 
Missouri, across the Rocky Mountains, 
to the mouth of the Columbia River. 

Notable is Mr. DeVoto’s recognition 
of the role played by the American In- 
dian in the history of American explora- 
tion. 





This is a fascinating and rewarding 
hook for anyone interested in the course 
of American empire. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 





Outlook Readers Recommend 





THE GOWN OF GLOry. 
bull. Houghton-Mifflin. 
—Mrs. WItiir K. CoLeEMAN, Haskell, Tex. 


Agnes Sligh Turn- 


Gov's OrpveR. John A. 
millan. 


—CarL H. GeEorEs, JR., 


Mackay. Mac- 


North Leeds, Me. 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN EASTERN EUROPE. 
Cockburn. John Knox. 
—M. C. Denpy, Richmond, Va. 


DiaRY OF A DEAN. W. R. Inge. Mac- 
millan. 
CHRISTIAN FAITH AND Practice. Leon- 


Scribners’. 
—J. M. WALKER, Jr. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


ard Hodgson. 





Are youan AUTHOR 
looking for a publisher ? 


TIME Magazine (June 23, 1952) says of EXPOSITION: “Gives 
its writers a contract whose terms are frank & clear, sends out 
review copies & releases, builds publicity & promotion .. .” 
Send for free 32-page brochure 
“WE CAN PUBLISH YOUR BOOK” 
Exposimon PRess 
386 Fourth Avenue + New York 16, N. Y. Dept. ¥ 





BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 
INVITED 


If you are looking for a publisher, send for our free, illus- 
trated booklet titled To the Author in Search of a Publisher. 
It tells how we can publish, promote and distribute your 
book, as we have done for hundreds of other writers. All 
Subjects considered. New authors welcomed. Write today 
for Booklet P. It’s free. 


VANTAGE PRESS, Inc., 120 W. 31 St. 
In Calif.: 6356 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood os" 
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Jesus Curist ANp His Cross. F. W. Dil- 
listone. Westminster. 
—Wwmn. H. Foster, Waco, Texas. 


SEA OF GLory. Thornton. Prentice-Hall. 
—DANIEL B. EveELANbD, Canonsburg, Pa. 


Our ENGLISH BIBLE IN THE 
H. G. May. Westminster. 

THE GOSPELS TRANSLATED INTO MODERN 
ENGLISH. J. B. Phillips. Macmillan. 

THE SHAPE OF SUNDAy. An intimate 
biography of Lloyd D. Douglas by his 
daughters. Houghton-Mifflin. 

BesipE THE BONNIE BrIER BusH. Ian 
Maclaren (John Watson). Dodd, Mead. 
I have read this at least once each year 
for the last 40 years. It should be re- 
quired reading for all Presbyterian min- 
isters. 

—W. B. CLEMMONs, 


MAKING. 


Columbus, Ga. 





“Questions That Count” 


The Presbyterian, U. S., Series of 
The Protestant Hour 


Sunday 
June 7 
Topic 
“WHO IS 
JESUS 
CHRIST?” 
Music by 
Guest Choir 


from 
Recife, Brazil 


| 





Rev. John F. Anderson, Jr. 


Consult local station for time 
Write for copies of messages 


DIVISION OF RADIO 
712 Henry Grady Bldg. Atlanta 3, Ga. l 














National Bibles 


Choose yours yoy -* mes attractively 
priced from $2 to $! 


Each is designed for a particular need. 


All are printed in clear-cut type easy to 
read on National’s enduring white paper, 
and lovingly bound by craftsmen proud 
of their handiwork. 


Ask for a National... 
Bibles are sold. 


wherever fine 


Since |} 


National aIBL es 


KING JAMES (AUTHORIZED) VERSION 





INTRODUCING THE NEW 
M. Hunter. Westminster. 
RELIGION IN SHogs. H. B. Blakely. John 
Knox. 
BESIDE THE BONNIE BRIER BUSH (see 
above). 
—GEo. M. 


TESTAMENT. A, 


Wess, Knoxville, Tenn. 


THE ATONING LIFE. 
—CHAS. E. CATHEY, 


Nash. Harper. 
Ft. Smith, Ark. 


DREs 
Mabel Lee Wells from Chattanooga, 
Tenn., to First church, Greenwood, Miss. 





NATIONAL RADIO PULPIT 


Coast to Coast N. B. C. Network 
1953 Summer Series 


Every 
Sunday 
June - July 
10-10:30 A.M. 
ee 
9-9:30 A.M. 
CS.7.) 





DR. JOHN A. REDHEAD 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, N. C 
Sunday, June 7 
“WHAT IS PREDESTINATION?” 
Write for copies of messages 
Division of Radio & Television 
712 Henry Grady Bldg. Atlanta 3, Ga. 
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GEORGE E. SWEAZEY 





Effective 


Evangelism: 


THE GREATEST WORK IN 
THE WORLD 


by George E. Sweazey 


Out of his many years’ experience 
as Secretary for Evangelism for 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
Dr. Sweazey has prepared a defini- 
tive, practical guide for spreading 
“the contagion of enthusiasm for 
Jesus.” It is the first book to 
cover the whole conception and 
practice of evangelism for the 


local church. $3.50 
At your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS, N. Y. 16, N.Y. 
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CHANGES 

FRANK W. Prick, China missionary, has 
call to the New Monmouth 
(RFD 1) near Lexington, Va., et- 
fective the first of September. 


accepted a 
church 
Since being 
freed last fall from Communist China, he 
and Mrs. Price have been at Mission Court, 
Richmond, Va. 

R. W. Park 
Olanta, S. C. 

WiLLiAM R, Smiru, III, Buchanan, Va., 
call to the Mars Hill 
church, Atnens, Tenn. 

C. N. Morrison, McConnells, S. C., has 
accepted a call to the Drury’s Bluff-Ampt- 
hill field effective June 1, at RFD 7, 
}43-A, Richmond 24, Va. 

CHARLES E. GAMMON, Bethesda church, 
Lynchburg, Va., 


from Aiken, S. C., to 


has accepted a 


Box 


is to become pastor of 
Central church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

KENNETH J. ForREMAN, JR., 
Ky., to 
Foreign Missions, 156 5th Ave., 
York 10, N. Y. 
transferred from the 
the Korea Mission, 

RaLpH D. Bucy, 
cepted a call to the First church, Mineral 
Wells, Texas, effective June 1. 

TuoMAsS B. Hoover from Charlotte, N. 
(., to Claire Towers, Apt. 8-L, Columbia, 
Ss. C., 


from Louis- 

Board of 
New 
The Foremans have been 


ville, Presbyterian 


China Mission to 


Corsicana, Texas, ac- 


where he becomes minister of the 
organized 


FRANK 


church. 
McELroy, Jk., on 
Lockhart, 
APCM, 
Belgian Congo, Africa. 


4 : . yy 
The sun shall not 
smite thee by day 
nor the moon 
by night 


PsALMS 121:6 


newly Congaree 


missionary 
furlough in Texas, is return- 


ing in June to Bulape, Mweka, 
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SCHREINER 


Presbyterian Military College 
Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 


C. H. Reckarp from 
o Hillsboro, N. C. 


Jonusn S 


Huntsville, Tenn., 
Brown, South Boston, Va, han 
weepted a eall to the First church, Shel 
yy, N. C. 

JouN WINGARD has resigned as pastor 
Ark., and now 
chureh in Randolph 
temporary 


at Paragould, 
First 


serves the 
County as 
supply. 
DEATHS 

Roperr A. LApSLey, Jr., 68, died in Roa- 
noke, Va., after a three-weeks illness, May 
21, the day following a surgical opera- 
tion. Dr. Lapsley retired after serving as 
pastor of the First church, Roanoke, for 
21 years, Dec. 31, 1951. 
had been in 
He was 


Earlier pastorates 
North and South Carolina. 
long identified with important 
work throughout the Assembly and was 
especially widely known for his 
ministry. 

GEoRGE WitsBur SuHipLey, 84, died in 
Washington, D. C., May 17. Dr. Shipley's 
last active pastorate was in Herndon, 
Va., ending in 1930. Since that time he 


radio 


has served as supply 


had 


pastor in many 


made his home in 


1925 


churches He 


Washington since 


R. O. Wricut, 76, died in Jacksonville, 
Fla., where he had made his home since 
1933, Apr. 3. 

MeLkost S. Avery, 65, died in Valdosta, 
Ga., April 17. 
pastor in 
until his death. 
he was 
pastorates were in 
West Virginia. 


Two years ago he became 
Fla., where he served 
Before going to Jasper 
Key West. Earlier 
North Carolina and 


Jasper, 


pastor in 


RETIRED 


O. E. who has served the 
Assembly's Training School longer than 
anyone with it, is retiring 
from his professorship there. Dr. Buch- 
holz became a full-time professor in 1921 
but several years before, while pastor 
of Richmond’s Overbrook church, he 
taught there. He and Mrs. 
Buchholz will make their home in Rich- 
mond. 


BUCHHOLZ, 


associated 


classes 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 
Red Springs, N. C. 
THE PROGRESSIVE COLLEGE 


FAITHFUL TO CHRISTIAN IDEALS 
AND 
LOYAL TO INTELLECTUAL STANDARDS 


PRODUCING THE FINEST IN WOMANHOOD 
Write Immediately For Reservation 


MARSHALL SCOTT WOODSON, President 








1837 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


PURSUING THE SAME HIGH 
PURPOSES OF THE FOUNDERS 


John R. Cunningham, President 


1953 


Davidson, N. C. 








AUSTIN COLLEGE of Sherman, Texas, is the 


pioneer Presbyterian liberal arts college of the 


Southwest, a four-year co-educational senior 
college, fully accredited. Write for literature. 
W. B. GUERRANT, President 








deferred college career. 
WRITE FOR DETAILED INFORMATION 





MEN! 
FIT YOURSELVES FOR BOTH MILITARY SERVICE AND FOR CIVILIAN LIFE 


Southwestern offers you opportunities for academic work and for commissions 
in one of two branches of the armed services by means of off-campus military 
training, obtainable in the summertime, with pay, during a four-year, draft- 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS e 


The Admissions Counsellor 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 
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